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Dirac’s Amazing  Idea: 
The Front Form

Fig. 1. Dirac’s three forms of Hamiltonian dynamics.

2.4. Forms of Hamiltonian dynamics

Obviously, one has many possibilities to parametrize space—time by introducing some general-
ized coordinates xJ (x). But one should exclude all those which are accessible by a Lorentz
transformation. Those are included anyway in a covariant formalism. This limits considerably the
freedom and excludes, for example, almost all rotation angles. Following Dirac [123] there are no
more than three basically different parametrizations. They are illustrated in Fig. 1, and cannot be
mapped on each other by a Lorentz transform. They differ by the hypersphere on which the fields
are initialized, and correspondingly one has different “times”. Each of these space—time parametriz-
ations has thus its own Hamiltonian, and correspondingly Dirac [123] speaks of the three forms of
Hamiltonian dynamics: The instant form is the familiar one, with its hypersphere given by t"0. In
the front form the hypersphere is a tangent plane to the light cone. In the point form the time-like
coordinate is identified with the eigentime of a physical system and the hypersphere has a shape of
a hyperboloid.

Which of the three forms should be prefered? The question is difficult to answer, in fact it is
ill-posed. In principle, all three forms should yield the same physical results, since physics should
not depend on how one parametrizes the space (and the time). If it depends on it, one has made
a mistake. But usually one adjusts parametrization to the nature of the physical problem to
simplify the amount of practical work. Since one knows so little on the typical solutions of a field
theory, it might well be worth the effort to admit also other than the conventional “instant” form.

The bulk of research on field theory implicitly uses the instant form, which we do not even
attempt to summarize. Although it is the conventional choice for quantizing field theory, it has

S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486 315

Instant Form Front Form 

z0 = 1
⇥QCD
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� = 3 + L: conformal dimension of meson
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Evolve in  
light-front time!

Evolve in  
ordinary time

P.A.M Dirac, Rev. Mod. Phys. 21, 392 (1949)
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III. Light Front Dynamics

• Different possibilities to parametrize space-time [Dirac (1949)]

• Parametrizations differ by the hypersurface on which the initial conditions are specified. Each evolve

with different “times” and has its own Hamiltonian, but should give the same physical results

• Instant form: hypersurface defined by t = 0, the familiar one

• Front form: hypersurface is tangent to the light cone at � = t + z/c = 0

x+ = x0 + x3 light-front time

x� = x0 � x3 longitudinal space variable

k+ = k0 + k3 longitudinal momentum (k+ > 0)

k� = k0 � k3 light-front energy

k · x = 1
2 (k+x� + k�x+)� k⇥ · x⇥

On shell relation k2 = m2 leads to dispersion relation k� = k2
�+m2

k+

KITPC, Beijing, October 19, 2010 Page 12

. 
Quantum chromodynamics and other field theories on the light cone. 
Stanley J. Brodsky (SLAC), Hans-Christian Pauli (Heidelberg, Max Planck Inst.),  
Stephen S. Pinsky (Ohio State U.). SLAC-PUB-7484, MPIH-V1-1997. Apr 1997. 203 pp.  
Published in Phys.Rept. 301 (1998) 299-486  
e-Print: hep-ph/9705477 3

τ=
σ=

http://inspirebeta.net/record/443682
http://inspirebeta.net/author/Brodsky%2C%20Stanley%20J.?ln=en
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/inst/wwwinspire?icncp=SLAC
http://inspirebeta.net/author/Pauli%2C%20Hans-Christian?ln=en
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/inst/wwwinspire?icncp=Heidelberg,%20Max%20Planck%20Inst.
http://inspirebeta.net/author/Pinsky%2C%20Stephen%20S.?ln=en
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/inst/wwwinspire?icncp=Ohio%20State%20U.


Evolve in  
ordinary time

P.A.M Dirac,  
Rev. Mod. Phys. 21, 392 (1949)

Evolve in  
light-front time

Evolve in  
point-form time



Each element of  
flash photograph   

illuminated   
at same LF time

� = t + z/c

5

Images in a photograph  
show object captured at a  
single light-front time



� = t + z/c

6

We view the universe   
as light reaches us 
along the light-front   
at fixed 

Front Form Vacuum Describes the Empty, Causal Universe 
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‘Tis a mistake / Time flies not 
It only hovers on the wing 

Once born the moment dies not 
‘tis an immortal thing 

!

Montgomery



Each element of  
flash photograph   

illuminated   
along the light front  

at a fixed 

� = t + z/c
!

Movie: Evolve in LF time

P� = i
d
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HQCD
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General remarks about orbital angular mo-
mentum
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Light-Front Wavefunctions:  rigorous representation of 
composite systems in quantum field theory

x =
k+

P+
=

k0 + k3

P 0 + P 3

Causal, Frame-independent.  Creation Operators on Simple Vacuum, "
Current Matrix Elements are Overlaps of LFWFS

|p, Jz >=
X

n=3

 n(xi,
~

k?i,�i)|n;xi,
~

k?i,�i >

Invariant under boosts!  Independent of Pμ 

Eigenstate of LF Hamiltonian 

 n(xi,
~

k?i ,�i)
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x =
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=
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P 0 + P 3
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`0

Measurements of hadron LF 
wavefunction are at fixed LF time"

!
Like a flash photograph xbj = x =

k
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The null-plane Hamiltonian maps the initial light-like surface onto some other surface, and therefore describe the 
dynamical evolution of the system. "
!
The energy P− translates the system in the null-plane time coordinate x+, whereas the spin Hamiltonians Fr rotate the 
initial surface about the surface of the light cone.

Figure 1. A null plane is a surface tangent to the light cone. The null-plane Hamiltonians map
the initial light-like surface onto some other surface and therefore describe the dynamical evolution
of the system. The energy P

� translates the system in the null-plane time coordinate x

+, whereas
the spin Hamiltonians Fr rotate the initial surface about the surface of the light cone.

2 Space-time symmetry in the front form

2.1 A null plane defined

In the front-form of relativistic Hamiltonian dynamics, one chooses the initial state of the

system to be on a light-like plane, or null-plane, which is a hypersurface of points x in

Minkowski space such that x · n = ⌧ (see fig. 1). Here n is a light-like vector which will

be chosen below, and ⌧ is a constant which plays the role of time. We will refer to a

null-plane as ⌃⌧

n

. The subgroup of the Poincaré group that maps ⌃⌧

n

to itself is called

the stability group of the null-plane and determines the kinematics within the null-plane.

The remaining three Poincaré generators map ⌃⌧

n

to a new surface, ⌃⌧

0
n

, and therefore

describe the evolution of the system in time. The front-form is special in that it has seven

kinematical generators, the largest stability group of all of the forms of dynamics [1]. It

stands to reason that in complicated problems in relativistic quantum mechanics one would

prefer a formulation which has the fewest number of Hamiltonians to determine.

– 4 –

 Null plane: a surface tangent to the light cone. 

Silas R. Beane

τ=t+z/c
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Evolve in LF time
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Heavy-Ion Collisions Visualized as 
Colliding “Pancakes”

Small longitudinal size Δz of source implies longitudinal 
momentum pL distribution is constant



�

Laser

Moving Atom

kµ = (!,~k)

pµ = (E, ~p)

k2 = 0

s = (k + p)2 = M⇤2

The laser energy ω needed to excite the atom is reduced by the factor:
M

(E + |~p| cos ✓)
.

✓
E =

p
M2 + ~p2

Einstein:  Transverse Doppler Shift



✓1

✓2�

Detector

Detecting Decays of  a Moving Excited Atom

Each detector sees a different boost factor

�

pµ = (E, ~p)

p2 = M⇤2

M

(E + |~p| cos ✓i)
.



Two(parBcle(correlaBons:(CMS(results(

�Discovery� 

!  Ridge: Distinct long range correlation in η collimated around ΔΦ≈ 0 
                  for two hadrons in the intermediate 1 < pT, qT < 3 GeV   

Raju Venugopalan

Ridge in high-multiplicity p p collisions

-
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Possible origin of same-side CMS ridge in p p Collisions

Bjorken, Goldhaber, sjb
The key point is that a multi-particle correlation should give a much more conspicuous signal

than the two-particle correlation used so far in the experimental analysis, but of course only

in that small fraction of the events where the prerequisite conditions of coincidence of narrow

strings in the projectile and target are in fact obtained. To be specific, we suggest looking at

the following vector ~V , computing its magnitude for each event. If the number of events with

large magnitude are greater than expected from chance, one would have powerful evidence

for the proposed colliding flux tube mechanism. Define

~V =
NX

i=1

[cos 2�ix̂+ sin 2�iŷ] , (1)

and obtain the distribution of ~V 2. If the particles were distributed randomly in �, then the

expectation value of ~V 2 would be N , where N is the number of particles in the event in

the given region of transverse momentum. The probability of getting a value N2 may be

estimated by introducing quadrants in the variable 2�: Assume each vector can take only

the values ±x̂ or ±ŷ, with each having a probability 1/4. Suppose the first vector is +x̂.

Then the chance that the remainder would all be in the same direction would be (1/4)N�1.

For N = 5, this would yield a probability 1/256. If, among events in which the ridge was

seen, with more than 110 particles per event, and 5 particles separated from each other by

about one unit in �⌘ in an interval of p? between 1 and 2 GeV/c, as many as 2% of the

events should show ~V 2 ⇡ 25, that could be evidence for the kind of correlation we suggest.

This exercise is equivalent to asking the probability – assuming complete randomness in � –

that all 5 particles are in either of two opposite octants of �. If they were more collimated

than that, the probability would be even smaller.

It is likely that insistence on rapidity separation of emerging particles by one unit is

unnecessary: If there were only short-range correlations, then the value of ~V 2 inevitably

would lie far below its allowed maximum. Thus counting all particles in each event in the

specified range of transverse momentum, regardless of rapidity separation, should give a

reliable measure of the correlation. Technically, ~V is just the square of the usual ellipticity

variable. An advantage of squaring is that maximal ellipticity events are easy to pick out.

Also, it is easier to think about such a scalar variable rather than a vector variable.

At this point let us take a step back to gain perspective on what could cause such

phenomena. Obviously projectile and target must overlap in impact parameter to some

extent. Dynamics, in the form of conservation of momentum or of attraction of outgoing

6

Events spread over all longitudinal momenta, all rapidities



We suggest that this “ridge”-like correlation may be a 
reflection of the rare events generated by the collision of 
aligned flux tubes connecting the valence quarks in the wave 
functions of the colliding protons. "
!
The “spray” of particles resulting from the approximate line 
source produced in such inelastic collisions then gives rise to 
events with a strong correlation between particles produced 
over a large range of both positive and negative rapidity. 

Possible multiparticle ridge-like 
correlations in very high multiplicity 
proton-proton collisions

Bjorken, Goldhaber, sjb



Heavy-Ion Collisions Visualized as 
Colliding “Pancakes”

Misleading! No “squashing”."
 Lorentz contraction is mutual property of detector and emitter.

Hadron wavefunctions: dx/x parton distribution
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Problems with Colliding “Pancakes”

• Assumes Lorentz boosts in the instant form	


• Measurement requires infinite synchronization	


• Occupants of a fast-moving spaceship not squashed	


• Distribution of partons dx/x — no single boost	


• Can one get the same result in rest frame of one 
ion?	


• Lorentz boost of instant form wavefunctions 
dynamical — even particle number changes!	


• Vacuum induced contributions needed



�

Detectors

Colliding Protons or Ions 

Each detector sees a different boost for each emitted particle

kµ = (k0,~k) k0 =
q

m2 + ~k2

m

k0 + ~k · n̂i

.

n̂i

Not 
“Pancakes”



Wick Theorem
Feynman diagram =  

single  front-form time-ordered diagram! 
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Choose q+
= 0



!  Stan BrodskyUASLP The  remarkable connections between 
atomic and hadronic physics 22

Calculation of proton form factor in Instant Form 

• Need to boost proton wavefunction: p to p+q. Extremely 
complicated dynamical problem; particle number changes! 

• Need to couple to all currents arising from vacuum!! Remain 
even after normal-ordering 

• Instant-form WFs insufficient to calculate form factors 

• Each time-ordered contribution is frame-dependent 

• Divide by disconnected vacuum diagrams

< p + q|Jµ(0)|p >

p + qp p + qp



!
Light-Front QCD  Stan Brodsky

M a y  2 6 - 3 0 ,  2 0 1 4

Home International Light Cone Advisory Committee NC State Physics Jefferson Lab NC State College of Sciences

N a v i g a t i o n

Final Circular
Program
Registration
Accommodations
Travel
Poster
Participants
Scientific Advisory
Comm

Meeting Email: 
LightCone2014 'at' ncsu.edu
For questions and further
information about the
meeting.

N e w s  &  U p d a t e s

R a l e i g h ,  N C

Things to do in Raleigh
Visit Raleigh
Downtown Raleigh
Visit the NC Triangle

R a l e i g h ,  N C ,  U S A

W e l c o m e  t o  L i g h t  C o n e  2 0 1 4

We invite you to participate in the

forthcoming Light Cone 2014 (LC2014)

meeting, to be held in Raleigh, North Carolina,

during May 26-30, 2014.

In anticipation of opportunities afforded by new facilities such
as the 12 GeV upgrade of Jefferson Lab, the FAIR facility at GSI,
J-PARC, and other facilities around the globe, we plan to
organize a timely scientific program to make a representative
impact on the forefront research development of nuclear,
hadron and particle physics. A main focus of the meeting will be
the interface between theory and experiment in hadron physics.
We encourage many young physicists to join and actively discuss
with the world experts participating in this meeting.

L o c a l  O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e

Chueng Ji - NCSU Workshop Chair

Wally Melnitchouk - JLab
Haiyan Gao - Duke University
Dean Lee - NCSU
Thomas Schäfer - NCSU
Mithat Ünsal - NCSU
John Blondin - NCSU
Leslie Cochran and Rhonda Bennett - Administrative Support

M e e t i n g  S p o n s o r s

NC State Department of Physics
NC State College of Sciences
Jefferson Lab

contact | Department of Physics | College of Sciences | North Carolina State University

September 21 2013

LC2014 Registration
opens October 1, 2013.

May 21 2013

LC2014-Raleigh was
formally approved at the
ILCAC Meeting in

!
Crete June 9, 2014

•Boost is not product of 
independent boosts of constituents 
since constituents are already 
moving 

•Only known at weak binding 

•Dirac:  Boosts are dynamical 

•Correct form needed to prove Low 
Energy Theorem for Compton 
scattering and Drell-Hearn 
Gerasimov Sum Rule

23

Boost of a Composite System
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Disadvantages of the Instant Form

• Boosts are dynamical, change particle number: not Melosh! 

• Famous wrong proof showing violation of LET and DHG sum rule 

• Each Amplitude is Frame-Dependent 

• States defined at one instant of time over all space - acausal! 

• Current matrix elements involve connected vacuum currents --
eigensolutions insufficient! 

• N! time-ordered graphs, each frame-dependent  

• Vacuum is complex: apparently gives huge vacuum energy density 

• Cluster decomposition theorem fails in relativistic systems 

• Virtually no valid calculations of dynamics of relativistic composite 
systems use the instant form 

• Why Feynman invented Feynman diagrams!
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Light-Front  vs. Instant Form

• Light-Front  Wavefunctions are frame-independent 

• Boosting an instant-form wavefunctions dynamical  
problem -- extremely complicated even in QED 

• Vacuum state is lowest energy eigenstate of Hamiltonian 

• Light-Front Vacuum same as vacuum of free Hamiltonian 

• Zero anomalous gravitomagnetic moment 

• Instant-Form Vacuum infinitely complex even in QED 

• n! time-ordered diagrams in Instant Form 

• Causal commutators using LF time; cluster 
decomposition
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Invariant under boosts!  Independent of Pμ 

Light-Front Wavefunctions:  rigorous representation of 
composite systems in quantum field theory
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Light-Front Wavefunctions:  rigorous representation of 
composite systems in quantum field theory
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Causal, Frame-independent.  Creation Operators on Simple Vacuum, "
Current Matrix Elements are Overlaps of LFWFS
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moment vanishes [22]. The light-cone formalism also properly incorporatesWigner boosts.

Thus this model of composite systems can serve as a useful theoretical laboratory to

interrelate hadronic properties and check the consistency of formulae proposed for the

study of hadron substructure.

7. Spin and orbital angular momentum composition of light-cone wavefunctions

In general the light-cone wavefunctions satisfy conservation of the z projection of

angular momentum:

J z =
n∑

i=1
sz
i +

n−1∑

j=1
lzj . (62)

The sum over sz
i represents the contribution of the intrinsic spins of the n Fock state

constituents. The sum over orbital angular momenta lzj = −i
(
k1j

∂
∂k2j

− k2j
∂

∂k1j

)
derives from

the n−1 relative momenta. This excludes the contribution to the orbital angularmomentum
due to the motion of the center of mass, which is not an intrinsic property of the hadron.

We can see how the angular momentum sum rule Eq. (62) is satisfied for the

wavefunctions Eqs. (20) and (23) of the QED model system of two-particle Fock states.

In Table 1 we list the fermion constituent’s light-cone spin projection sz
f = 1

2
λf, the boson

constituent spin projection sz
b = λb, and the relative orbital angular momentum lz for each

contributing configuration of the QED model system wavefunction.

Table 1 is derived by calculating the matrix elements of the light-cone helicity operator

γ +γ 5 [29] and the relative orbital angular momentum operator−i
(
k1 ∂

∂k2
− k2 ∂

∂k1

)
[16,30,

31] in the light-cone representation. Each configuration satisfies the spin sum rule: J z =
sz
f + sz

b + lz.

For a better understanding of Table 1, we look at the non-relativistic and ultra-relativistic

limits. At the non-relativistic limit, the transversal motions of the constituent can be

neglected and we have only the | + 1
2
⟩ → | − 1

2
+ 1⟩ configuration which is the non-

relativistic quantum state for the spin-half system composed of a fermion and a spin-1

boson constituents. The fermion constituent has spin projection in the opposite direction

to the spin J z of the whole system. However, for ultra-relativistic binding in which the

transversal motions of the constituents are large compared to the fermion masses, the

Table 1

Spin decomposition of the J z = + 1
2
electron

Configuration Fermion spin sz
f

Boson spin sz
b

Orbital ang. mom. lz

∣∣+ 1
2

〉
→

∣∣+ 1
2

+ 1
〉

+ 1
2

+1 −1
∣∣+ 1

2

〉
→

∣∣− 1
2

+ 1
〉

− 1
2

+1 0
∣∣+ 1

2

〉
→

∣∣+ 1
2

− 1
〉

+ 1
2

−1 +1

Conserved !
LF Fock state by Fock State

S.J. Brodsky et al. / Nuclear Physics B 593 (2001) 311–335 331

moment vanishes [22]. The light-cone formalism also properly incorporatesWigner boosts.

Thus this model of composite systems can serve as a useful theoretical laboratory to

interrelate hadronic properties and check the consistency of formulae proposed for the

study of hadron substructure.

7. Spin and orbital angular momentum composition of light-cone wavefunctions

In general the light-cone wavefunctions satisfy conservation of the z projection of

angular momentum:

J z =
n∑

i=1
sz
i +

n−1∑

j=1
lzj . (62)

The sum over sz
i represents the contribution of the intrinsic spins of the n Fock state

constituents. The sum over orbital angular momenta lzj = −i
(
k1j

∂
∂k2j

− k2j
∂

∂k1j

)
derives from

the n−1 relative momenta. This excludes the contribution to the orbital angularmomentum
due to the motion of the center of mass, which is not an intrinsic property of the hadron.

We can see how the angular momentum sum rule Eq. (62) is satisfied for the

wavefunctions Eqs. (20) and (23) of the QED model system of two-particle Fock states.

In Table 1 we list the fermion constituent’s light-cone spin projection sz
f = 1

2
λf, the boson

constituent spin projection sz
b = λb, and the relative orbital angular momentum lz for each

contributing configuration of the QED model system wavefunction.

Table 1 is derived by calculating the matrix elements of the light-cone helicity operator

γ +γ 5 [29] and the relative orbital angular momentum operator−i
(
k1 ∂

∂k2
− k2 ∂

∂k1

)
[16,30,

31] in the light-cone representation. Each configuration satisfies the spin sum rule: J z =
sz
f + sz

b + lz.

For a better understanding of Table 1, we look at the non-relativistic and ultra-relativistic

limits. At the non-relativistic limit, the transversal motions of the constituent can be

neglected and we have only the | + 1
2
⟩ → | − 1

2
+ 1⟩ configuration which is the non-

relativistic quantum state for the spin-half system composed of a fermion and a spin-1

boson constituents. The fermion constituent has spin projection in the opposite direction

to the spin J z of the whole system. However, for ultra-relativistic binding in which the

transversal motions of the constituents are large compared to the fermion masses, the

Table 1

Spin decomposition of the J z = + 1
2
electron

Configuration Fermion spin sz
f

Boson spin sz
b

Orbital ang. mom. lz

∣∣+ 1
2

〉
→

∣∣+ 1
2

+ 1
〉

+ 1
2

+1 −1
∣∣+ 1

2

〉
→

∣∣− 1
2

+ 1
〉

− 1
2

+1 0
∣∣+ 1

2

〉
→

∣∣+ 1
2

− 1
〉

+ 1
2

−1 +1

n-1 orbital angular momenta

Angular Momentum on the Light-Front

Gluon orbital angular momentum defined in physical lc gauge

Orbital Angular Momentum is a property of LFWFS

!
LC gauge

Nonzero Anomalous Moment  -->   
Nonzero  quark orbital angular momentum!

A+=0
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laboratory to test the consistency of formulae which have been proposed to probe the spin structure
of hadrons.  2001 Elsevier Science B.V. All rights reserved.

PACS: 12.20.-m; 12.39.Ki; 13.40.Em; 13.40.Gp

1. Introduction

The light-cone Fock representation of composite systems such as hadrons in QCD
has a number of remarkable properties. Because the generators of certain Lorentz boosts
are kinematical, knowing the wavefunction in one frame allows one to obtain it in any
other frame. Furthermore, matrix elements of space-like local operators for the coupling
of photons, gravitons, and the moments of deep inelastic structure functions all can
be expressed as overlaps of light-cone wavefunctions with the same number of Fock
constituents. This is possible since in each case one can choose the special frame q+ = 0 [1,
2] for the space-like momentum transfer and take matrix elements of “plus” components
of currents such as J+ and T ++. Since the physical vacuum in light-cone quantization
coincides with the perturbative vacuum, no contributions to matrix elements from vacuum
fluctuations occur [3]. Light-cone Fock state wavefunctions thus encode all of the bound
state quark and gluon properties of hadrons including their spin and flavor correlations in
the form of universal process- and frame-independent amplitudes.
Formally, the light-cone expansion is constructed by quantizing QCD at fixed light-cone

time [4] τ = t + z/c and forming the invariant light-cone Hamiltonian:HQCD
LC = P+P− −

P⃗ 2
⊥ where P± = P 0 ± Pz [3]. The momentum generators P+ and P⃗⊥ are kinematical;
i.e., they are independent of the interactions. The generator P− = i d

dτ generates light-
cone time translations, and the eigen-spectrum of the Lorentz scalar HQCD

LC gives the mass
spectrum of the color-singlet hadron states in QCD together with their respective light-
cone wavefunctions. For example, the proton state satisfies: H

QCD
LC |ψp⟩ = M2

p|ψp⟩. The
expansion of the proton eigensolution |ψp⟩ on the color-singlet B = 1, Q = 1 eigenstates
{|n⟩} of the free Hamiltonian H

QCD
LC (g = 0) gives the light-cone Fock expansion:

∣∣ψp(P+, P⃗⊥)
〉 =

∑

n

n∏

i=1

dxi d2k⃗⊥i√
xi16π3

16π3δ

(
1−

n∑

i=1
xi

)
δ(2)

(
n∑

i=1
k⃗⊥i

)

×ψn

(
xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi

)∣∣n; xiP
+, xiP⃗⊥ + k⃗⊥i ,λi

〉
. (1)

The light-conemomentum fractions xi = k+
i /P+ and k⃗⊥i represent the relative momentum

coordinates of the QCD constituents. The physical transverse momenta are p⃗⊥i = xiP⃗⊥ +
k⃗⊥i . The λi label the light-cone spin projections Sz of the quarks and gluons along
the quantization direction z. The physical gluon polarization vectors ϵµ(k, λ = ±1) are
specified in light-cone gauge by the conditions k · ϵ = 0, η · ϵ = ϵ+ = 0. The n-particle
states are normalized as

〈
n; p′i

+, p⃗ ′⊥i ,λ
′
i

∣∣n; pi
+, p⃗⊥i ,λi

〉
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=
n∏

i=1
16π3p+

i δ
(
p′i

+ − pi
+) δ(2)

(
p⃗ ′⊥i − p⃗⊥i

)
δλ′iλi

. (2)

The solutions of H
QCD
LC |ψp⟩= M2

p|ψp⟩ are independent of P+ and P⃗⊥; thus given the
eigensolution Fock projections ⟨n;xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi |ψp⟩ = ψn(xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi ), the wavefunction of
the proton is determined in any frame [5]. In contrast, in equal-time quantization, a Lorentz
boost always mixes dynamically with the interactions, so that computing a wavefunction in
a new frame requires solving a nonperturbative problem as complicated as the Hamiltonian
eigenvalue problem itself.
The LC wavefunctions ψn/H (xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi ) are universal, process independent, and thus

control all hadronic reactions. Given the light-cone wavefunctions, one can compute
the moments of the helicity and transversity distributions measurable in polarized deep
inelastic experiments [5]. For example, the polarized quark distributions at resolution Λ
correspond to

qλq/Λp (x,Λ) =
∑

n,qa

∫ n∏

j=1
dxj d2k⃗⊥j

∑

λi

∣∣ψ(Λ)
n/H

(
xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi

)∣∣2

× δ
(
1−

n∑

i

xi

)
δ(2)

(
n∑

i

k⃗⊥i

)
δ(x − xq)δλaλqΘ

(
Λ2 −M2

n

)
,

(3)

where the sum is over all quarks qa which match the quantum numbers, light-cone
momentum fraction x, and helicity of the struck quark. Similarly, moments of transversity
distributions and off-diagonal helicity convolutions are defined as a density matrix of the
light-cone wavefunctions. Applications of non-forward quark and gluon distributions have
been discussed in Refs. [6,7]. The light-cone wavefunctions also specify the multi-quark
and gluon correlations of the hadron. For example, the distributions of spectator particles
in the final state which could be measured in the proton fragmentation region in deep
inelastic scattering at an electron–proton collider are in principle encoded in the light-cone
wavefunctions.
Given the ψ(Λ)

n/H , one can construct any spacelike electromagnetic, electroweak, or grav-
itational form factor or local operator product matrix element of a composite or elementary
system from the diagonal overlap of the LC wavefunctions [8]. Studying the gravitational
form factors is not academic: Ji has shown that there is a remarkable connection of the
x-moments of the chiral-conserving and chiral-flip form factors H(x, t, ζ ) and E(x, t, ζ )

which appear in deeply virtual scattering with the corresponding spin-conserving and spin-
flip electromagnetic form factors F1(t) and F2(t) and gravitational form factors Aq(t) and
Bq(t) for each quark and anti-quark constituent [9]. Thus, in effect, one can use virtual
Compton scattering to measure graviton couplings to the charged constituents of a hadron.
Exclusive semi-leptonic B-decay amplitudes involving timelike currents such as B→

Aℓν̄ can also be evaluated exactly in the light-cone formalism [10]. In this case, the
timelike decay matrix elements require the computation of both the diagonal matrix
element n→ n where parton number is conserved and the off-diagonal n + 1→ n− 1

Defines quark distributionsObeys DGLAP Evolution

Z
dk

� BS(k, P )!  LF (x,

~

k?)  BS(x, P )|
x

+=0

Connection to Bethe-Salpeter:
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General remarks about orbital angular mo-
mentum

⌃R�

xi
⌃R�+⌃b�i

�n
i
⌃b�i = ⌃0�

�n
i xi = 1

�n
i=1(xi

⌃P�+ ⌃k�i) = ⌃P�

xi
⌃P�+ ⌃k�i

�n
i

⌃k�i = ⌃0�

�n
i xi = 1

P+, ↵P+

xiP
+, xi

↵P⇤+ ↵k⇤i

ẑ

↵L = ↵R⇥ ↵P

↵Li = (xi
↵R⇤+↵b⇤i)⇥ ↵P

↵⇧i = ↵b⇤i ⇥ ↵k⇤i

↵⇧i = ↵Li � xi
↵R⇤ ⇥ ↵P = ↵b⇤i ⇥ ↵P

A(⇤,�⇤) = 1
2⇥

�
d�e

i
2⇤�M(�,�⇤)

P+, P⇤

xiP
+, xi

P⇤+ k⇤i

� = Q2

2p·q

ẑ

L = R⇥ P

Li = (xi
R⇤+b⇤i)⇥ P

P+ = P0 + Pz

Fixed ⌅ = t + z/c

xi = k+

P+ = k0+k3

P0+Pz

⇧(⇤, b�)

⇥ = d�s(Q2)
d lnQ2 < 0

u

Invariant under boosts!  Independent of Pμ 

x =
k+

P+
=

k0 + k3

P 0 + P 3

Process Independent  
Direct Link to QCD Lagrangian!

Z
 BS(P, k)dk0 =  IF (~k)

Z
 BS(P, k)dk� =  LF (~k)

k± = k0 + k3

 LF (xi,
~
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Prediction from AdS/CFT: Meson LFWF
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J êY: m1 = 1.25 GeV, m2 = 0
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• Measurements are made at fixed τ 

• Causality is automatic 

• Structure Functions are squares of LFWFs 

• Form Factors are overlap of LFWFs 

• LFWFs are frame-independent -- no boosts! 

• No dependence on observer’s frame 

• LF Holography: Dual to AdS space 

• LF Vacuum trivial -- no condensates! 

• Profound implications for Cosmological 
Constant

Advantages of the Dirac’s Front Form for Hadron Physics



35

 
  

"Working with a front is a process that is unfamiliar to physicists. "
But still I feel that the mathematical simplification that it introduces is all-

important. "
I consider the method to be promising and have recently been making an extensive 

study of it. "
It offers new opportunities, while the familiar instant form seems to be played out " - 

P.A.M. Dirac (1977) "

P.A.M Dirac, Rev. Mod. Phys. 21, 392 (1949)
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QCD Lagrangian

Yang Mills Gauge Principle: Color 
Rotation and Phase Invariance at 

Every Point of Space and Time 

Scale-Invariant Coupling 
Renormalizable  

Asymptotic Freedom 
Color Confinement 

LQCD = �1
4
Tr(Gµ⌫Gµ⌫) +

nfX

f=1

i ̄fDµ�µ f +
nfX

f=1

mf  ̄f f

iDµ = i@µ � gAµ Gµ⌫ = @µAµ � @⌫Aµ � g[Aµ, A⌫ ]

Fundamental Theory of Hadron and Nuclear Physics 

QCD Mass Scale from Confinement not Explicit

quark

Classically Conformal if mq=0



Light-Front QCD

Eigenvalues and Eigensolutions give Hadronic 
Spectrum and Light-Front wavefunctions

HQCD
LF |�h >= M2

h|�h >

HQCD
LF =

�

i

[
m2 + k2

�
x

]i + Hint
LF

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states
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$!"
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LQCD � HQCD
LF

Hint
LF : Matrix in Fock Space

Physical gauge: A+ = 0

Exact frame-independent formulation of 
nonperturbative QCD!

Hint
LF

LFWFs: Off-shell in P- and invariant mass

|p, Jz >=
X

n=3

 n(xi,
~

k?i,�i)|n;xi,
~

k?i,�i >
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Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
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The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k
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, #
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Physical gauge: A+ = 0
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where V is the interaction part of HLC. Diagrammatically, V involves completely 

irreducible interactions--i.e. diagrams having no internal propagators-coupling 

Fock states (Fig. 5). These equations determine the hadronic spectrum and 
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Figure 5. Coupled eigenvalue equations for the light-cone wa.vefunctious of a 

pion. 

wave functions. Although the potential is essentially trivial, the many channels 

required to describe an hadronic state make these equations very difficult to solve. 

Nevertheless the first attempts at a direct solution have been made. 

The bulk of the probability for a nonrelativistic system is in a single Fock 

state-e.g. (eE> for positronium, or Ibb) for the r meson. For such systems it 

is useful to replace the full set of multi-channel eigenvalue equations by a single 

equation for the dominant wavefunction. To see how this can be done, note that 

the bound state equation, say for positronium, can be rewritten as two equations 

using the projection operator P onto the subspace spanned by eE states, and its 

complement & E 1 - P: 

Hpp IPs)~ + HPQ IPs)~ = h4” IPs)p 

(29) 

H&p [Ps)~ + HQQ jP& = hf” h)g 

where H~Q E PHQ.. ., and lPsjp E P jPs) . . . . Solving the second of these 

equations for IPs)~ and substituting the result into the first equation, we obtain 

a single equation for the ee or valence part of the positronium state: 

Her [Ps)~ = Al2 IPS)P (30) 
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LIGHT-FRONT MATRIX EQUATION

A+ = 0

⇥� ggg � d̄X

⇥� ggg � p̄n̄X

R = �(⇥�d̄X)
�(⇥�p̄n̄X)

R = C

ū(x) ⇥= d̄(x)

s̄(x) ⇥= s(x)

Minkowski space; frame-independent; no fermion doubling; no ghosts

Rigorous Method for Solving Non-Perturbative QCD!

• Light-Front Vacuum = vacuum of free Hamiltonian!



In terms of the hadron four-momentum P =
(P+, P�, ⌦P⇤) with P± = P0 ± P3, the light-
front frame independent Hamiltonian for a
hadronic composite system HQCD

LC = PµPµ =
P�P+� ⌦P2

⇤, has eigenvalues given in terms of
the eigenmass M squared corresponding to
the mass spectrum of the color-singlet states
in QCD,

HQCD
LC |�h⇧ =M2

h |�h⇧

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states
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Fig. 2. The Hamiltonian matrix for a SU(N)-meson. The matrix elements are represented by energy diagrams. Within
each block they are all of the same type: either vertex, fork or seagull diagrams. Zero matrices are denoted by a dot ( ) ).
The single gluon is absent since it cannot be color neutral.

mass or momentum scale Q. The corresponding wavefunction will be indicated by corresponding
upper scripts,

!!""
!#"

(x
#
, k

!
, !

#
) or !!$"

!#"
(x

#
, k

!
, !

#
) . (3.15)

Consider a pion in QCD with momentum P"(P%, P
!
) as an example. It is described by

"# : P$" $
!
!%&
!d[%

!
]"n : x

#
P%, k

!#
#x

#
P
!
, !

#
$!

!#!(x#
, k

!#
, !

#
) , (3.16)

where the sum is over all Fock space sectors of Eq. (3.7). The ability to specify wavefunctions
simultaneously in any frame is a special feature of light-cone quantization. The light-cone
wavefunctions !

!#! do not depend on the total momentum, since x
#
is the longitudinal momentum

fraction carried by the i"# parton and k
!#

is its momentum “transverse” to the direction of the
meson; both of these are frame-independent quantities. They are the probability amplitudes to find
a Fock state of bare particles in the physical pion.

More generally, consider a meson in SU(N). The kernel of the integral equation (3.14) is
illustrated in Fig. 2 in terms of the block matrix &n : x

#
, k

!#
, !

#
"H"n' : x'

#
, k'

!#
, !'

#
$. The structure of this

matrix depends of course on the way one has arranged the Fock space, see Eq. (3.7). Note that most
of the block matrix elements vanish due to the nature of the light-cone interaction as defined in
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Heisenberg Equation

Light-Front QCD

40

DLCQ: Solve QCD(1+1) for 
any  quark mass and flavors

Hornbostel, Pauli, sjb

Minkowski space; frame-independent; no fermion doubling; no ghosts
trivial vacuum



41

DLCQ: Solve QCD(1+1) for any  quark mass and flavors

Hornbostel, Pauli, sjb



|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

ψn(xi, ~k?i,λi)|n;k?i,λi>|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)|n;~k?i,λi>

|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)|n;~k?i,λi>

The Light Front Fock State Wavefunctions

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)

are boost invariant; they are independent of the hadron’s energy
and momentum Pµ.
The light-cone momentum fraction

xi =
k+
i
p+ =

k0i + kzi
P0+Pz

are boost invariant.
n

∑
i
k+
i = P+,

n

∑
i
xi = 1,

n

∑
i

~k?i =~0?.

sum over states with n=3, 4, ...constituents

Fixed LF time
Intrinsic heavy quarks    s̄(x) ⇤= s(x)

⇥M(x, Q0) ⇥
�

x(1� x)

⇤M(x, k2
⌅)

µR

µR = Q

µF = µR

Q/2 < µR < 2Q

ep⇥ e�+n

P�/p ⇤ 30%

Violation of Gottfried sum rule

ū(x) ⌅= d̄(x)

Does not produce (C = �) J/⇥,�

Produces (C = �) J/⇥,�

Same IC mechanism explains A2/3

s(x), c(x), b(x) at high x !
Hidden ColorMueller:  gluon Fock states     BFKL Pomeron
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s(x) �= s̄(x)

Intrinsic glue, sea, 
heavy quarks

d̄(x) �= ū(x)
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Do heavy quarks exist in the proton at high x?!
!

Conventional wisdom: impossible!!
!

Heavy quarks generated only at low x !
via DGLAP evolution !
from gluon splitting

!

Conventional wisdom is wrong even in QED!

s(x, µ

2
F ) = c(x, µ

2
F ) = b(x, µ

2
F ) ⌘ 0

at starting scale µ2
F
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Figure 2: Comparison of the HERMES x(s(x) + s̄(x)) data with the
calculations based on the BHPS model. The solid and dashed curves
are obtained by evolving the BHPS result to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using
µ = 0.5 GeV and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations of
the calculations are adjusted to fit the data at x > 0.1 with statistical
errors only, denoted by solid circles.

their measurement of charged kaon production in SIDIS re-
action [6]. The HERMES data, shown in Fig. 2, exhibits
an intriguing feature. A rapid fall-off of the strange sea
is observed as x increases up to x ∼ 0.1, above which the
data become relatively independent of x. The data suggest
the presence of two different components of the strange
sea, one of which dominates at small x (x < 0.1) and the
other at larger x (x > 0.1). This feature is consistent
with the expectation that the strange-quark sea consists
of both the intrinsic and the extrinsic components hav-
ing dominant contributions at large and small x regions,
respectively. In Fig. 2 we compare the data with calcula-
tions using the BHPS model with ms = 0.5 GeV/c2. The
solid and dashed curves are results of the BHPS model
calculations evolved to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ = 0.5 GeV
and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations are
obtained by fitting only data with x > 0.1 (solid circles in
Fig. 2), following the assumption that the extrinsic sea has
negligible contribution relative to the intrinsic sea in the
valence region. Figure 2 shows that the fits to the data are
quite adequate, allowing the extraction of the probability
of the |uudss̄⟩ state as

Pss̄
5 = 0.024 (µ = 0.5 GeV);

Pss̄
5 = 0.029 (µ = 0.3 GeV). (4)

We consider next the quantity ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x) −
s̄(x). Combining the HERMES data on x(s(x)+s̄(x)) with

x

x(
d−

+u−
-s

-s−
)

BHPS (µ=0.5 GeV)
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HERMES+CTEQ
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1

Figure 3: Comparison of the x(d̄(x)+ū(x)−s(x)−s̄(x)) data with the
calculations based on the BHPS model. The values of x(s(x)+ s̄(x))
are from the HERMES experiment [6], and those of x(d̄(x) + ū(x))
are obtained from the PDF set CTEQ6.6 [11]. The solid and dashed
curves are obtained by evolving the BHPS result to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2

using µ = 0.5 GeV and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalization
of the calculations are adjusted to fit the data.

the x(d̄(x)+ ū(x)) distributions determined by the CTEQ
group (CTEQ6.6) [11], the quantity x(ū(x)+ d̄(x)−s(x)−
s̄(x)) can be obtained and is shown in Fig. 3. This ap-
proach for determining x(ū(x)+ d̄(x)−s(x)− s̄(x)) is iden-
tical to that used by Chen, Cao, and Signal in their recent
study of strange quark sea in the meson-cloud model [12].

An important property of ū + d̄ − s − s̄ is that the
contribution from the extrinsic sea vanishes, just like the
case for d̄− ū. Therefore, this quantity is only sensitive to
the intrinsic sea and can be compared with the calculation
of the intrinsic sea in the BHPS model. We have

ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x)− s̄(x) =

Puū(xū) + P dd̄(xd̄)− 2P ss̄(xs̄). (5)

We can now compare the x(ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x) − s̄(x))
data with the calculation using the BHPS model. Since
ū+ d̄−s− s̄ is a flavor non-singlet quantity, we can readily
evolve the BHPS prediction to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ =
0.5 GeV and the result is shown as the solid curve in Fig. 3.
It is interesting to note that a better fit to the data can
again be obtained with µ = 0.3 GeV, shown as the dashed
curve in Fig. 3.

From the comparison between the data and the BHPS
calculations shown in Figs. 1-3, we can determine the prob-
abilities for the |uuduū⟩, |uuddd̄⟩, and |uudss̄⟩ configura-
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are obtained by evolving the BHPS result to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using
µ = 0.5 GeV and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations of
the calculations are adjusted to fit the data at x > 0.1 with statistical
errors only, denoted by solid circles.

their measurement of charged kaon production in SIDIS re-
action [6]. The HERMES data, shown in Fig. 2, exhibits
an intriguing feature. A rapid fall-off of the strange sea
is observed as x increases up to x ∼ 0.1, above which the
data become relatively independent of x. The data suggest
the presence of two different components of the strange
sea, one of which dominates at small x (x < 0.1) and the
other at larger x (x > 0.1). This feature is consistent
with the expectation that the strange-quark sea consists
of both the intrinsic and the extrinsic components hav-
ing dominant contributions at large and small x regions,
respectively. In Fig. 2 we compare the data with calcula-
tions using the BHPS model with ms = 0.5 GeV/c2. The
solid and dashed curves are results of the BHPS model
calculations evolved to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ = 0.5 GeV
and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations are
obtained by fitting only data with x > 0.1 (solid circles in
Fig. 2), following the assumption that the extrinsic sea has
negligible contribution relative to the intrinsic sea in the
valence region. Figure 2 shows that the fits to the data are
quite adequate, allowing the extraction of the probability
of the |uudss̄⟩ state as

Pss̄
5 = 0.024 (µ = 0.5 GeV);

Pss̄
5 = 0.029 (µ = 0.3 GeV). (4)

We consider next the quantity ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x) −
s̄(x). Combining the HERMES data on x(s(x)+s̄(x)) with
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calculations based on the BHPS model. The values of x(s(x)+ s̄(x))
are from the HERMES experiment [6], and those of x(d̄(x) + ū(x))
are obtained from the PDF set CTEQ6.6 [11]. The solid and dashed
curves are obtained by evolving the BHPS result to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2

using µ = 0.5 GeV and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalization
of the calculations are adjusted to fit the data.

the x(d̄(x)+ ū(x)) distributions determined by the CTEQ
group (CTEQ6.6) [11], the quantity x(ū(x)+ d̄(x)−s(x)−
s̄(x)) can be obtained and is shown in Fig. 3. This ap-
proach for determining x(ū(x)+ d̄(x)−s(x)− s̄(x)) is iden-
tical to that used by Chen, Cao, and Signal in their recent
study of strange quark sea in the meson-cloud model [12].

An important property of ū + d̄ − s − s̄ is that the
contribution from the extrinsic sea vanishes, just like the
case for d̄− ū. Therefore, this quantity is only sensitive to
the intrinsic sea and can be compared with the calculation
of the intrinsic sea in the BHPS model. We have

ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x)− s̄(x) =

Puū(xū) + P dd̄(xd̄)− 2P ss̄(xs̄). (5)

We can now compare the x(ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x) − s̄(x))
data with the calculation using the BHPS model. Since
ū+ d̄−s− s̄ is a flavor non-singlet quantity, we can readily
evolve the BHPS prediction to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ =
0.5 GeV and the result is shown as the solid curve in Fig. 3.
It is interesting to note that a better fit to the data can
again be obtained with µ = 0.3 GeV, shown as the dashed
curve in Fig. 3.

From the comparison between the data and the BHPS
calculations shown in Figs. 1-3, we can determine the prob-
abilities for the |uuduū⟩, |uuddd̄⟩, and |uudss̄⟩ configura-
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tions as follows:

Puū
5 = 0.122; Pdd̄

5 = 0.240; Pss̄
5 = 0.024

(µ = 0.5 GeV) (6)

or

Puū
5 = 0.162; Pdd̄

5 = 0.280; Pss̄
5 = 0.029

(µ = 0.3 GeV) (7)

depending on the value of the initial scale µ. It is re-
markable that the d̄(x) − ū(x), the s(x) + s̄(x), and the
d̄(x) + ū(x) − s(x)− s̄(x) data not only allow us to check
the predicted x-dependence of the five-quark Fock states,
but also provide a determination of the probabilities for
these states.

Equations 6 shows that the combined probability for
proton to be in the |uudQQ̄⟩ states is around 40%. It is
worth noting that an earlier analysis of the d̄−ū data in the
meson cloud model concluded that proton has ∼60% prob-
ability to be in the three-quark bare-nucleon state [13], in
qualitative agreement with the finding of this study. A sig-
nificant feature of the present work is the extraction of the
|uudss̄⟩ component, which would be related to the kaon-
hyperon states in the meson cloud model. It is also worth
mentioning that in the BHPS model the |uudQQ̄⟩ states
have the same contribution to the proton’s magnetic mo-
ment as the |uud⟩ three-quark state, since Q and Q̄ in the
|uudQQ̄⟩ states have no net magnetic moment. Therefore,
the good description of the nucleon’s magnetic moment
by the constituent quark model is preserved even with the
inclusion of a sizable five-quark components in the BHPS
model.

We note that the probability for the |uudss̄⟩ state is
smaller than those of the |uuduū⟩ and the |uuddd̄⟩ states.
This is consistent with the expectation that the probability
for the |uudQQ̄⟩ five-quark state is roughly proportional
to 1/m2

Q [1, 4]. One can then estimate that the probability
for the intrinsic charm from the |uudcc̄⟩ Fock state, Pcc̄

5 to
be roughly 0.01. This is also consistent with an estimate
based on the bag model [14], as well as with an analysis
of the EMC charm-production data [15]. Figure 4 shows
the x distribution of intrinsic c̄ calculated with the BHPS
model using 1.5 GeV/c2 for the mass of the charm quark.
Also shown in Fig. 4 is the calculation which evolve the
BHPS calculation from the initial scale, µ = 0.5 GeV, to
Q2 = 75 GeV2, the largest Q2 scale reached by EMC [16].
It is interesting to note that the intrinsic charm contents
at the large x (x > 0.3) region are drastically reduced
when Q2 evolution is taken into account. Figure 4 suggests
that the most promising region to search for evidence of
intrinsic charm could be at the somewhat lower x region
(0.1 < x < 0.4), rather than the largest x region explored
by previous experiments. It is worth noting that we adopt
the simple assumption that the initial scale is the same for
all five-quark states. It is conceivable that the initial scale
for intrinsic charm is significantly higher due to the larger
mass of the charmed quark. The dashed curve shows the x

x
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Figure 4: Calculations of the c̄(x) distributions based on the BHPS
model. The solid curve corresponds to the calculation using Eq. 1
and the dashed and dotted curves are obtained by evolving the BHPS
result to Q2 = 75 GeV2 using µ = 3.0 GeV, and µ = 0.5 GeV,
respectively. The normalization is set at Pcc̄

5
= 0.01.

distribution of intrinsic c̄ at Q2 = 75 GeV2 when the initial
scale is set at µ = 3 GeV, corresponding to the threshold
of producing a pair of charmed quarks. As expected, the
shape of the intrinsic c̄ x distribution becomes similar to
that of the BHPS model.

In conclusion, we have generalized the existing BHPS
model to the light-quark sector and compared the calcu-
lation with the d̄− ū, s+ s̄, and ū + d̄ − s− s̄ data. The
qualitative agreement between the data and the calcula-
tions provides strong support for the existence of the in-
trinsic u, d and s quark sea and the adequacy of the BHPS
model. This analysis also led to the determination of the
probabilities for the five-quark Fock states for the proton
involving light quarks only. This result could guide future
experimental searches for the intrinsic c quark sea or even
the intrinsic b quark sea [17], which could be relevant for
the production of Higgs boson at LHC energies [18].
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Figure 2: Comparison of the HERMES x(s(x) + s̄(x)) data with the
calculations based on the BHPS model. The solid and dashed curves
are obtained by evolving the BHPS result to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using
µ = 0.5 GeV and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations of
the calculations are adjusted to fit the data at x > 0.1 with statistical
errors only, denoted by solid circles.

their measurement of charged kaon production in SIDIS re-
action [6]. The HERMES data, shown in Fig. 2, exhibits
an intriguing feature. A rapid fall-off of the strange sea
is observed as x increases up to x ∼ 0.1, above which the
data become relatively independent of x. The data suggest
the presence of two different components of the strange
sea, one of which dominates at small x (x < 0.1) and the
other at larger x (x > 0.1). This feature is consistent
with the expectation that the strange-quark sea consists
of both the intrinsic and the extrinsic components hav-
ing dominant contributions at large and small x regions,
respectively. In Fig. 2 we compare the data with calcula-
tions using the BHPS model with ms = 0.5 GeV/c2. The
solid and dashed curves are results of the BHPS model
calculations evolved to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ = 0.5 GeV
and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations are
obtained by fitting only data with x > 0.1 (solid circles in
Fig. 2), following the assumption that the extrinsic sea has
negligible contribution relative to the intrinsic sea in the
valence region. Figure 2 shows that the fits to the data are
quite adequate, allowing the extraction of the probability
of the |uudss̄⟩ state as

Pss̄
5 = 0.024 (µ = 0.5 GeV);

Pss̄
5 = 0.029 (µ = 0.3 GeV). (4)

We consider next the quantity ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x) −
s̄(x). Combining the HERMES data on x(s(x)+s̄(x)) with
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Figure 3: Comparison of the x(d̄(x)+ū(x)−s(x)−s̄(x)) data with the
calculations based on the BHPS model. The values of x(s(x)+ s̄(x))
are from the HERMES experiment [6], and those of x(d̄(x) + ū(x))
are obtained from the PDF set CTEQ6.6 [11]. The solid and dashed
curves are obtained by evolving the BHPS result to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2

using µ = 0.5 GeV and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalization
of the calculations are adjusted to fit the data.

the x(d̄(x)+ ū(x)) distributions determined by the CTEQ
group (CTEQ6.6) [11], the quantity x(ū(x)+ d̄(x)−s(x)−
s̄(x)) can be obtained and is shown in Fig. 3. This ap-
proach for determining x(ū(x)+ d̄(x)−s(x)− s̄(x)) is iden-
tical to that used by Chen, Cao, and Signal in their recent
study of strange quark sea in the meson-cloud model [12].

An important property of ū + d̄ − s − s̄ is that the
contribution from the extrinsic sea vanishes, just like the
case for d̄− ū. Therefore, this quantity is only sensitive to
the intrinsic sea and can be compared with the calculation
of the intrinsic sea in the BHPS model. We have

ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x)− s̄(x) =

Puū(xū) + P dd̄(xd̄)− 2P ss̄(xs̄). (5)

We can now compare the x(ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x) − s̄(x))
data with the calculation using the BHPS model. Since
ū+ d̄−s− s̄ is a flavor non-singlet quantity, we can readily
evolve the BHPS prediction to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ =
0.5 GeV and the result is shown as the solid curve in Fig. 3.
It is interesting to note that a better fit to the data can
again be obtained with µ = 0.3 GeV, shown as the dashed
curve in Fig. 3.

From the comparison between the data and the BHPS
calculations shown in Figs. 1-3, we can determine the prob-
abilities for the |uuduū⟩, |uuddd̄⟩, and |uudss̄⟩ configura-
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are obtained by evolving the BHPS result to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using
µ = 0.5 GeV and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations of
the calculations are adjusted to fit the data at x > 0.1 with statistical
errors only, denoted by solid circles.

their measurement of charged kaon production in SIDIS re-
action [6]. The HERMES data, shown in Fig. 2, exhibits
an intriguing feature. A rapid fall-off of the strange sea
is observed as x increases up to x ∼ 0.1, above which the
data become relatively independent of x. The data suggest
the presence of two different components of the strange
sea, one of which dominates at small x (x < 0.1) and the
other at larger x (x > 0.1). This feature is consistent
with the expectation that the strange-quark sea consists
of both the intrinsic and the extrinsic components hav-
ing dominant contributions at large and small x regions,
respectively. In Fig. 2 we compare the data with calcula-
tions using the BHPS model with ms = 0.5 GeV/c2. The
solid and dashed curves are results of the BHPS model
calculations evolved to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ = 0.5 GeV
and µ = 0.3 GeV, respectively. The normalizations are
obtained by fitting only data with x > 0.1 (solid circles in
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An important property of ū + d̄ − s − s̄ is that the
contribution from the extrinsic sea vanishes, just like the
case for d̄− ū. Therefore, this quantity is only sensitive to
the intrinsic sea and can be compared with the calculation
of the intrinsic sea in the BHPS model. We have
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We can now compare the x(ū(x) + d̄(x) − s(x) − s̄(x))
data with the calculation using the BHPS model. Since
ū+ d̄−s− s̄ is a flavor non-singlet quantity, we can readily
evolve the BHPS prediction to Q2 = 2.5 GeV2 using µ =
0.5 GeV and the result is shown as the solid curve in Fig. 3.
It is interesting to note that a better fit to the data can
again be obtained with µ = 0.3 GeV, shown as the dashed
curve in Fig. 3.

From the comparison between the data and the BHPS
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Figure 3: The cross section of inclusive Higgs production in fb, coming

from the nonperturbative intrinsic bottom distribution, at both LHC

(
√

s = 14 TeV, solid curve) and Tevatron (
√

s = 2 TeV, dashed curve)

energies.

that the cross section for inclusive Higgs production from intrinsic bottom is much

higher than the one coming from intrinsic charm. Although it is true that the Higgs-

quark coupling, proportional to mQ, cancels in the cross section with PIQ ∝ 1/m2
Q,

the matrix element between IQ and Higgs wave functions has an additional mQ factor.

This is because the Higgs wave function is very narrow and the overlap of the two

wave functions results in ΨQQ(0) ∝ mQ. Thus, the cross section rises as m2
Q, as we

see in the results.

We can compare our predictions for inclusive Higgs production coming from

IB with our previous ansatz for the Higgs production gluon-gluon fusion process

xdN/dx = 6(1 − x)5. At the maximum (xF = 0.9) of the IB curve we get a value of

roughly 50 fb, while there gluon-gluon gives 0.067 fb. Thus this high-xF region is the

ideal place to look for Higgs production coming from intrinsic heavy quarks.

We obtain essentially the same curves for Tevatron energies (
√

s = 2 TeV) , al-

though the rates are reduced by a factor of approximately 3.

We also show in Fig.4 the results for Higgs production coming from the perturba-

tive charm distribution. The magnitude of the production cross section is considerably

12

Intrinsic Heavy Quark Contribution  to 
Inclusive Higgs Production⌅ = t + z/c

d⇤
dxF

(pp ⇥ HX)[fb]

fb

⇥q ⇥ ��q

��

⇥

p

Goldhaber, Kopeliovich, Schmidt, sjb

LHC :
�

s = 14TeV

Tevatron :
�

s = 2TeV



Intrinsic Heavy-Quark Fock States

• Rigorous prediction of QCD, OPE"

• Color-Octet Color-Octet Fock State! "

• Probability"

• Large Effect at high x "

• Greatly increases kinematics of colliders  such as Higgs production 
(Kopeliovich, Schmidt, Soffer, sjb)"

• Severely underestimated in conventional parameterizations of heavy 
quark distributions (Pumplin, Tung)"

• Cannot use c(x,Q2) to determine g(x,Q2) 

PQQ̄ ⇥
1

M2
Q

Pcc̄/p � 1%

Q

Q̄

b⇤ = O(1/MQ)

�(DDIS)
�(DIS) �

�2
QCD

M2
Q

PQQ̄ ⇥
1

M2
Q

Pcc̄/p � 1%

Q

Q̄

b⇤ = O(1/MQ)

�(DDIS)
�(DIS) �

�2
QCD

M2
Q

PQQ̄ ⇤
1

M2
Q

PQQ̄QQ̄ � �2
sPQQ̄

Pcc̄/p ⇥ 1%

Q

Q̄

b⌅ = O(1/MQ)

Hoyer, Peterson, Sakai, sjb



P+ = P0 + Pz

Fixed ⌅ = t + z/c

xi = k+

P+ = k0+k3

P0+Pz

⇧(⇤, b�)

⇥ = d�s(Q2)
d lnQ2 < 0

u
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Light-Front Wavefunctions and Electron-Proton Collisions

CF

ee’

All final states |F> in electroproduction produced 
from n to n’ overlap of LFWFs

q

p

~q?q+ = 0

q2
? = Q2 = �q2

⇤c

D

d
c

c̄
u

Coalescence of comovers produces |F >= |⇤cD > final state

u
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Leading Hadron Production 
from Intrinsic Charm

Coalescence of Comoving Charm and Valence Quarks
Produce J/ψ, Λc and other Charm Hadrons at High xF
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• EMC data: c(x, Q2) > 30�DGLAP
Q2 = 75 GeV2, x = 0.42

• High xF pp⇤ J/�X

• High xF pp⇤ J/�J/�X

• High xF pp⇤ �cX

• High xF pp⇤ �bX

• High xF pp⇤ ⇥(ccd)X (SELEX)

Critical Measurements at threshold for JLab, PANDA
Interesting spin, charge asymmetry, threshold, spectator effects
Important corrections to B decays; Quarkonium decays

Gardner, Karliner, sjb

 C.H. Chang,  J.P. Ma,  C.F. Qiao and  X.G.Wu 
 



Barger, Halzen, Keung

Evidence for charm at large x
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Fig. 3. The fi# pair distributions are shown in (a) and (c) for the 

pion and proton projectiles. Similarly, the distributions of J/$‘s 

from the pairs are shown in (b) and (d). Our calculations are 

compared with the n-N data at 150 and 280 GeV/c [ I]. The 

x++, distributions are normalized to the number of pairs from both 

pion beams (a) and the number of pairs from the 400 GeV proton 

measurement (c) The number of single J/e’s is twice the number 

of pairs. 

x+ = ~it,/pt,~a~ in Fig. 3. The +$ pair distributions 

are shown in Fig. 3(a) and 3(c) and the associated 

the single J/I) distributions in pair events are shown 

in Fig. 3(b) and 3(d) . Both are normalized to the 

data with the single J/r/ normalization twice that of 

the pair. 

4. Other tests of the intrinsic heavy quark 

mechanism 

The intrinsic charm model provides a natural expla- 

nation of double J/e hadroproduction and thus gives 

strong phenomenological support for the presence of 

intrinsic heavy quark states in hadrons. While the gen- 

eral agreement with the intrinsic charm model is quite 

good, the excess events at medium xlfi~l suggests that 

intrinsic charm may not be the only @$ QCD produc- 

tion mechanism present or that the model parameteri- 

zation with a constant vertex function is too oversim- 

plified. The x,++,+ distributions can also be affected by 

the A dependence. Additional mechanisms, including 

an update of previous models [ 3-71, will be presented 

in a separate paper [ 81. 

The intrinsic heavy quark model can also be used to 

predict the features of heavier quarkonium hadropro- 

duction, such as YY, Y$, and (6~) (Eb) pairs. Using 

fib = 4.6 GeV, we find that the single Y and YY pair 

x distributions are similar to the equivalent I,& distri- 

butions. The average mass, (MYY), is 21.4 GeV for 

pion projectiles and 21.7 GeV for a proton, a few GeV 

above threshold, 2my = 18.9 GeV. The xy@ pair distri- 

butions are also similar to the +@ distributions but we 

note that (xy) = 0.44 and (xe) = 0.30 from a l&fcCbb) 

configuration and (xy) = 0.39 and (x$) = 0.27 from 

a luudc&) configuration. Here (MY@) = 14.9 GeV 

with a pion projectile and 15.2 GeV with a proton, 

again a few GeV above threshold, my + rn+ = 12.6 

GeV. 

It is clearly important for the double J/+ measure- 

ments to be repeated with higher statistics and also at 

higher energies. The same intrinsic Fock states will 

also lead to the production of multi-charmed baryons 

in the proton fragmentation region. It is also interesting 

to study the correlations of the heavy quarkonium pairs 

to search for possible new four-quark bound states and 

final state interactions generated by multiple gluon ex- 

change [ 71. It has been suggested that such QCD Van 

der Waals interactions could be anomalously strong at 

low relative rapidity [ 22,231. 

There are many ways in which the intrinsic heavy 

quark content of light hadrons can be tested. More 

measurements of the charm and bottom structure func- 

tions at large XF are needed to confirm the EMC data 

[ 151. Charm production in the proton fragmentation 

region in deep inelastic lepton-proton scattering is sen- 

sitive to the hidden charm in the proton wavefunction. 

The presence of intrinsic heavy quarks in the hadron 

wavefunction also enhances heavy flavor production 

in hadronic interactions near threshold. More gener- 

ally, the intrinsic heavy quark model leads to enhanced 

open and hidden heavy quark production and leading 

particle correlations at high XF in hadron collisions 

with a distinctive strongly-shadowed nuclear depen- 

dence characteristic of soft hadronic collisions. 
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[ 121. For soft interactions at momentum scale CL, the 

intrinsic heavy quark cross section is suppressed by a 

resolving factor cc &2/m; [ 131. 

There is substantial circumstantial evidence for the 

existence of intrinsic CL! states in light hadrons. For ex- 

ample, the charm structure function of the proton mea- 

sured by EMC is significantly larger than predicted by 

photon-gluon fusion at large XBj [ 151. Leading charm 

production in TN and hyperon-N collisions also re- 

quires a charm source beyond leading twist [ 13,161. 

The NA3 experiment has also shown that the single 

J/$ cross section at large XF is greater than expected 

from gg and q?j production [ 171. Additionally, intrin- 

sic charm may account for the anomalous longitudi- 

nal polarization of the J/+4 at large XF [ 181 seen in 

?rN -+ J/+X interactions. 

Over a sufficiently short time, the pion can contain 

Fock states of arbitrary complexity. For example, two 

intrinsic CC pairs may appear simultaneously in the 

quantum fluctuations of the projectile wavefunction 

and then, freed in an energetic interaction, coalesce 

to form a pair of I,!J’s. We shall estimate the creation 
-- 

probability of ~~vcccc) Fock states, where nv = &I for 

7~- and nv = uud for proton projectiles, assuming that 

all of the double J/I,~ events arise from these configu- 

rations. We then examine the x+$ and invariant mass 

distributions of the $$ pairs and the x,,+ distribution 

for the single $‘s arising from these Fock states. 

2. Intrinsic charm Fock states 

The probability distribution for a general n-particle 

intrinsic CC Fock state as a function of x and kr is 

written as 

(1) 

where N,, normalizes the Fock state probability. In 

the model, the vertex function in the intrinsic charm 

wavefunction is assumed to be relatively slowly vary- 

ing; the particle distributions are then controlled by the 

light-cone energy denominator and phase space. This 

form for the higher Fock wavefunctions generalizes 

for an arbitrary number of light and heavy quark com- 

ponents. The Fock states containing charmed quarks 

can be materialized by a soft collision in the target 

which brings the state on shell. The distribution of 

produced open and hidden charm states will reflect the 

underlying shape of the Fock state wavefunction. 

The invariant mass of a c.? pair, M,, from such a 

Fock state is 

(2) 

where n = 4 and 5 is the number of partons in the 

lowest lying meson and baryon intrinsic CC Fock states. 

The probability to produce a J/(/I from an intrinsic 

CT state is proportional to the fraction of intrinsic ci? 

production below the Or, threshold. The fraction of 

CC pairs with 2m, < MC? < 2rno is 

The ratio fc~jr is approximately 15% larger than fc~iP 

for 1.2 < m, < 1.8 GeV. However, not all c?‘s pro- 

duced below the DB threshold will produce a final- 

state J/S. We include two suppression factors to es- 

timate J/q5 production, one reflecting the number of 

quarkonium channels available with McT < 2rno and 

one for the c and C to coalesce with each other rather 

than combine with valence quarks to produce open 

charm states. The “channel” suppression factor, s, z 

0.3, is estimated from direct and indirect J/$ produc- 

tion, including x1 and xz radiative and +’ hadronic 

decays. The combinatoric “flavor” suppression factor, 

of, is l/2 for a IEdcC) state and l/4 for a IuudcC) 

state. In Fig. 1 we show the predicted fraction of $‘s 

produced from intrinsic CC pairs, 

f@lh = s,sf.fE/h ) (4) 

as a function of m,. We take m, = I .5 GeV, suggesting 

f ur  M 0.03 and f e j p M 0.014. 

NA3 Data

πA! J/ψJ/ψX

µ2
R = CQ2

⌅(Q2) = C0 + C1�s(µR) + C2�2
s(µR) + · · ·

⇧ = 1
2x�P+

⇥p⌅ µ+µ�p

Oberwölz

All events have xF
⌃⌃ > 0.4 !

⇧(pp⌅ cX) ⇤ 1µb

Excludes PYTHIA 
‘color drag’ model

R. Vogt, sjb 
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Production of a Double-Charm Baryon

X

SELEX  high xF < xF >= 0.33

pp ⌅ p + H + p

H, Z0, �b

b⌃ ⇤ 1/Q

Must have �Lz = ±1 to have nonzero F2

Use charge radius R2 = �6F ⇧1(0)

and anomalous moment ⇥ = F2(0)



Production of Two Charmonia 
at High xF

X

pp� p + J/� + p

pp� p + H + p

Also:

c

c̄

< xF >= 0.33

Minimize LF energy denominator

pp� p + J/� + p

pp� p + H + p

Also:

c

c̄

< xF >= 0.33

Minimize LF energy denominator

pp� p + J/� + p

pp� p + H + p

Also:

c

c̄

< xF >= 0.33

Minimize LF energy denominator

pp� p + J/� + p

pp� p + H + p

Also:

c

c̄

< xF >= 0.33

Minimize LF energy denominator

X



Leading charm production in 
proton fragmentation region  

at the EIC

Coalescence of Comoving Charm and Valence Quarks
Produce J/ψ, Λc and other Charm Hadrons at High xF

e
e�

Intrinsic charm and bottom quarks
have same rapidity as valence quarks

Produce ⇥(ccd), B(b̄u),�(cbu),⇥(bbu)



Key QCD Issues in Electroproduction

• Intrinsic Heavy Quarks 

• Role of Color Confinement in DIS 

• Hadronization at the Amplitude Level 

• Leading-Twist Lensing: Sivers Effect 

• Diffractive DIS 

• Static versus Dynamic Structure Functions 

• Origin of Shadowing and Anti-Shadowing 

• Is Anti-Shadowing Non-Universal: Flavor Specific? 

• Nature of Nuclear Correlations 

• 1  < x  <  A 
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J/ψ nuclear dependence vrs rapidity, xAu, xF 
PHENIX compared to lower energy measurements

Klein,Vogt, PRL 91:142301,2003  
Kopeliovich, NP A696:669,2001 

E866: PRL 84, 3256 (2000) 
NA3: ZP C20, 101 (1983)

M.Leitch

Huge 
“absorption” 

effect 

d⇥
dxF

(pA� J/⇤X)

d⇥
dxF

(�A� J/⇤X)

xF

A2/3 component

A1 component

Fits conventional PQCD subprocesses

Violates PQCD 
factorization!

Hoyer, Sukhatme, Vanttinen
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P+ = P0 + Pz

Fixed ⌅ = t + z/c

xi = k+

P+ = k0+k3

P0+Pz

⇧(⇤, b�)

⇥ = d�s(Q2)
d lnQ2 < 0

u

Form Factors are 
Overlaps of LFWFs

Interaction  
picture

Drell &Yan, West 
  Exact LF formula! 

Drell, sjb
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For leptons, such as the electron or neutrino, it is convenient to employ the electron
mass for M , so that the magnetic moment is given in Bohr magnetons.

Now we turn to the evaluation of the helicity-conserving and helicity-flip vector-
current matrix elements in the light-front formalism. In the interaction picture, the
current Jµ(0) is represented as a bilinear product of free fields, so that it has an
elementary coupling to the constituent fields [13, 14, 15]. The Dirac form factor can
then be calculated from the expression

F1(q
2) =
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a

⌥
[dx][d2k⇧]

⇧

j

ej

�
⌅⇥�

a (xi,k
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a(xi,k⇧i, ⇥i)
 
, (10)

whereas the Pauli and electric dipole form factors are given by
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ej
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⇥ (11)

�
� 1
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qR
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⇧i, ⇥i) ⌅⇥

a(xi,k⇧i, ⇥i)
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.

The summations are over all contributing Fock states a and struck constituent charges
ej. Here, as earlier, we refrain from including the constituents’ color and flavor
dependence in the arguments of the light-front wave functions. The phase-space
integration is

⌥
[dx] [d2k⇧] ⇤

⇧

�i,ci,fi

⇤
n⌃

i=1

�⌥ ⌥ dxi d2k⇧i

2(2⇤)3

⇥⌅

16⇤3�

�

1�
n⇧

i=1

xi

⇥

�(2)

�
n⇧

i=1

k⇧i

⇥

, (13)

where n denotes the number of constituents in Fock state a and we sum over the
possible {⇥i}, {ci}, and {fi} in state a. The arguments of the final-state, light-front
wave function di�erentiate between the struck and spectator constituents; namely, we
have [13, 15]

k⌅
⇧j = k⇧j + (1� xj)q⇧ (14)

for the struck constituent j and

k⌅
⇧i = k⇧i � xiq⇧ (15)

for each spectator i, where i ⌅= j. Note that because of the frame choice q+ = 0, only
diagonal (n⌅ = n) overlaps of the light-front Fock states appear [14].
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Drell, sjb
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xiP
+, xi

�P⌅+ �k⌅i

� = Q2

2p·q

x̂, ŷ plane

M2(L) ⇤ L

Must have �↵z = ±1 to have nonzero F2(q2)

-

� = 0

B(0) = 0 Fock-state-by-Fock state

qR,L = qx ± iqy

⇤(x, b⌅)

x

b⌅(GeV)�1

Identify z ⇤ ⇥ =
q

x(1� x) b⌅

Nonzero Proton Anomalous Moment --> 
Nonzero orbital  quark angular momentum
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Exact LF Formula for Pauli Form Factor
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T++(0) need to be computed in the light-cone formalism. By calculating the ++

component of Eq. (12), we find

〈

P + q, ↑
∣∣∣∣∣
T++(0)

2(P+)2

∣∣∣∣∣P, ↑
〉

= A(q2) , (13)

〈

P + q, ↑
∣∣∣∣∣
T++(0)

2(P+)2

∣∣∣∣∣P, ↓
〉

= −(q1 − iq2)
B(q2)

2M
. (14)

The A(q2) and B(q2) form factors Eqs. (13) and (14) are similar to the F1(q2)

and F2(q2) form factors Eqs. (5) and (6) with an additional factor of the light-cone

momentum fraction x = k+/P+ of the struck constituent in the integrand. The B(q2)

form factor is obtained from the non-forward spin-flip amplitude. The value of B(0)

is obtained in the q2 → 0 limit. The angular momentum projection of a state is given

by

〈
J i
〉

=
1

2
ϵijk

∫
d3x

〈
T 0kxj − T 0jxk

〉
= A(0)

〈
Li
〉

+ [A(0) + B(0)] u(P )
1

2
σiu(P ) .

(15)

This result is derived using a wave packet description of the state. The ⟨Li⟩ term

is the orbital angular momentum of the center of mass motion with respect to an

arbitrary origin and can be dropped. The coefficient of the ⟨Li⟩ term must be 1;

A(0) = 1 also follows when we evaluate the four-momentum expectation value ⟨P µ⟩.

Thus the total intrinsic angular momentum Jz of a nucleon can be identified with the

values of the form factors A(q2) and B(q2) at q2 = 0 :

⟨Jz⟩ =
〈

1

2
σz
〉

[A(0) + B(0)] . (16)

One can define individual quark and gluon contributions to the total angular

momentum from the matrix elements of the energy momentum tensor [9]. However,

this definition is only formal; Aq,g(0) can be interpreted as the light-cone momentum

fraction carried by the quarks or gluons ⟨xq,g⟩ . The contributions from Bq,g(0) to Jz

cancel in the sum. In fact, we shall show that the contributions to B(0) vanish when

summed over the constituents of each individual Fock state.

10

where q2 = −2P · q = −q⃗2
⊥ is 4-momentum square transferred by the photon.

The Pauli form factor and the anomalous magnetic moment κ = e
2M F2(0) can

then be calculated from the expression

− (q1 − iq2)
F2(q2)

2M
=
∑

a

∫ d2k⃗⊥dx

16π3

∑

j

ej ψ
↑∗
a (xi, k⃗

′
⊥i,λi)ψ

↓
a(xi, k⃗⊥i,λi) , (9)

where the summation is over all contributing Fock states a and struck constituent

charges ej. The arguments of the final-state light-cone wavefunction are [1, 2]

k⃗′
⊥i = k⃗⊥i + (1− xi)q⃗⊥ (10)

for the struck constituent and

k⃗′
⊥i = k⃗⊥i − xiq⃗⊥ (11)

for each spectator. Notice that the magnetic moment must be calculated from the

spin-flip non-forward matrix element of the current. It is not given by a diagonal

forward matrix element [21]. In the ultra-relativistic limit where the radius of the

system is small compared to its Compton scale 1/M , the anomalous magnetic moment

must vanish [22]. The light-cone formalism is consistent with this theorem.

The form factors of the energy-momentum tensor for a spin-1
2 composite are de-

fined by

⟨P ′|T µν(0)|P ⟩ = u(P ′)
[
A(q2)γ(µP

ν)
+ B(q2)

i

2M
P

(µ
σν)αqα

+C(q2)
1

M
(qµqν − gµνq2)

]
u(P ) , (12)

where qµ = (P ′ − P )µ, P
µ

= 1
2(P

′ + P )µ, a(µbν) = 1
2(a

µbν + aνbµ), and u(P ) is the

spinor of the system.

As in the light-cone decomposition Eqs. (5) and (6) of the Dirac and Pauli form

factors for the vector current [8], we can obtain the light-cone representation of the

A(q2) and B(q2) form factors of the energy-tensor Eq. (12). Since we work in the

interaction picture, only the non-interacting parts of the energy momentum tensor

9
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Gravitational Form Factors
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graviton

Vanishing Anomalous gravitomagnetic moment  B(0)

B(0) = 0 Each Fock State

sum over constituents

Hwang, Schmidt, sjb;  
Holstein et al

Terayev, Okun,  et al:  B(0) Must vanish because of  
Equivalence Theorem 



PDFs FFs

TMDs

Charges

GTMDs

GPDs

TMSDs

TMFFs

Transverse density in 
momentum space

Transverse density in position 
space

Longitudinal 

Transverse

Momentum space Position space

Lorce, 
Pasquini

General remarks about orbital angular mo-
mentum

�n(xi, k�i,�i)

�n
i=1(xi

 R�+ b�i) =  R�

xi
 R�+ b�i

�n
i
 b�i =  0�

�n
i xi = 1

• Light Front Wavefunctions:                                   

Sivers, T-odd from lensing



zero for q+ = 0

71

Calculation of Form Factors in  Equal-Time Theory

Instant Form

Calculation of Form Factors in  Light-Front Theory

Front Form

Absent for q+ = 0 zero !!

Need vacuum-induced currents

Complete Answer
No vacuum graphs
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Disadvantages of the Instant Form

• Boosts are dynamical, change particle number: not Melosh! 

• Famous wrong proof showing violation of LET and DHG sum rule 

• Each Amplitude is Frame-Dependent 

• States defined at one instant of time over all space - acausal! 

• Current matrix elements involve connected vacuum currents --
eigensolutions insufficient! 

• N! time-ordered graphs, each frame-dependent  

• Vacuum is complex: apparently gives huge vacuum energy density 

• Normal-ordering required to compute observables 

• Cluster decomposition theorem fails in relativistic systems 

• Virtually no valid calculations of dynamics of relativistic composite 
systems use the instant form 

• Why Feynman invented Feynman diagrams!
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The CM solution for total spin S and projection M takes the following form 
in position space: 

x 4&y(p) x&iP.x--i”+=o (4.8) 

where x E x, - xb , X = T,X, + T&, , and pa,b = dp2 + rni*, . Equation (4.8) 
is written so that the normalization condition17 compatible with Eq. (2.24), namely 

I d% ‘% 5bdX. > xb>+ (A++ - A--) (pv&. , Xd = 1, (4.9) 

is satisfied if 

i d8! I &~P)I~ = 1. 

In the matrix element of the interaction with an external field, the initial and 
final states will in general have different total momenta; it will consequently be 
necessary to know how to transform the CM wavefunction to an arbitrary 
reference frame. In order to learn the transformation properties of the BS wave- 
function, we return to the definition 

x%& 3 ~b)SM = co 1 T(hz”(&) &?(xb)) 1 OdsM). 

Since a Lorentz transformation leaves the vacuum invariant, U(A) IO) = 1 0), 

(4.10) 

= 1 s;;‘ply S,-‘(A)““‘<0 1 T(y3$(x;), q<x;>> / PESM’) @A.&v) 
M’a’B’ 

I7 The normalization condition (4.9) for ladder approximation was first stated by Salpeter (8). 
For comparison with (4.8), note that a single-particle wave-packet is written 

where 

Single particle wave-packet
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where x’ = Ax, (E, P) = A(&?, 0), S(d) is the usual spinor transformation matrix, 
and g$,M(RW) is the Wigner rotation matrix, which equals &tM here since the 
initial state is at rest. Inverting (4.10) gives the required transformation law 

J&i%; , x;h4 = S%“(4 $?v> x%. , Xbh . (4.11) 

An explicit form for S(cl) is 

S&i) = exp (k a, * V tanh-l ) V I) = ,,/ “;A& (1 + aa ” ), (4.12) d+E 

where V = P/E. With y = (1 - 2 V )- li2, the Lorentz transformation on x, is 

x, = x’, + (y - 1)x; * VV - JVx;’ = 5, - yvx;‘, x,” = y($ - v * x’,). (4.13) 

Now Eq. (2.19), which we apply in the transformed reference frame as well as 
the CM frame, implies the following transformation law for ‘p: 

YE&(X’, x’, X0’) = x&x? = 0, x’; X0’, X) (4.14) 
= S&l) S,(A) x.&(-yv - x’, 2; yxo - yv . X’, 2 - yvxq. 

As might be expected, the equal-time (x O’ = 0) wavefunction in the new reference 
frame corresponds to an unequal-time wavefunction in the CM frame. However, 
the dependence of x& on the CM relative time x0 = --yV * x’ is completely 
determined by Eq. (2.21); for small V we are justified in neglecting x”.le Then 
(omitting primes) 

9%P(xa xb 3 x0)&V 

i 

*P ‘P 
‘+ u&E 2i,.+k, 

=b *P =b * P 

X ’ - .,&if + E 2mb + kb 
P P P 

=a * A’+E + 2m, + k, =b ’ d$.E - 2i?lbp+kb 

X d&p) xsM exp[ip * % + iP * X] exp[--iEXO]. (4.15) 

Here jz = x + (y - 1) w  * x includes the Lorentz-Fitzgerald contraction of 
the wave function. Again, P”,,~ = z/p2 + rnfab. 

I* This is similar to the approximation made in deriving Eq. (2.16). See Footnote (8). 

  Wavefunction  of moving bound state:
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where, in momentum space, U is the integral operator 

(U T&)(P) = “/ &’ d(P - P’) 9)AP’) (4.2) 

and we assume for simplicity that g” contains no Dirac matrices.15 Since qA will 
reduce to a product of free positive-energy Dirac spinors in the limit of zero 
binding, we will attempt to find a solution which is of the form 

(4.3) 

where w a,b is a 2 x 2 matrix and a function of p and (I,,~ , 4&(p) is a one-component 
function, and x&(5 = 1,0) is a constant spinor.16 It is useful to define 

u - d = u - (f?Z, + mb - w) = -(??l, + k,) - (mb + kb), 

kz.0 = -Tb.,(U + w>, rasb = ma b , /cm, + mb>- 
(4.4) 

W is the binding energy and k,,, is a kinetic energy operator (for example, in the 
limit of zero binding, ka,b = p2j2m,,, + O(p4/m3)). 

In terms of these quantities, Eq. (4.1) becomes 

[( =a - Pwz 
- ka =, * P - @ma + k,h, 

This equation is satisfied if we take 

1 1 
wa- zrn,+k, %‘P, %=- 2mbfkb ab’P9 

and if #A satisfies the following “Pauli” relativistic two-body equation: 

1 1 
aa * p 2m, i- k, aa’P+ab*P 2mb+kb ab - p + u + w] $.,& = 0. (4.7) 

We emphasize that the solutions to (4.7) are also exact solutions to the Breit 
equation (see also footnote 14). If we drop spin-orbit and other relativistic terms, 
Eq. (4.7) reduces to the two-body SchrSdinger equation in the CM frame: 

(p2/2mr + U + W 4.~ = 0, (4.7’) 

where mr = mamo/(ma + mb). 

I5 For example, g in Eq. (2.16) can be the zeroth component of a four-vector interaction, such 
as the instantaneous Coulomb interaction g,(k) = ysoygo/k2. 

I8 For example, ,yll = x~+ @ x8+, xl0 = a(~~+ @ xa- + x*- @ ,y,,f), etc., where o,,x,* = &xa*, 
ti.*~+6h*) = 1. 
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k1,λ1

k2,λ2

kn,λn

T

k(1 2...n),λ0

Figure 1: Pictorial representation of the fragmentation amplitude Tn[(1 2 . . .n)λ0 → 1λ1 , 2λ2 , . . . , nλn] for a single
off-shell initial gluon. Variables λ0, . . . , λn denote the polarization of the gluons. The initial gluon (1 . . .n) fragments
into n final state gluons 1, . . . , n. The vertical dashed line indicates that for this part of the diagram one needs to take
an energy denominator, i.e. the leftmost gluon is in an intermediate state. The other energy denominators which are
taken for the intermediate states inside the blob are implicit and are not shown in the picture.

state, for the example depicted in Fig. 1 it could be the initial state of the total graph to which the subgraph in Fig. 1
is attached. In the LFPT [6, 30, 31, 32, 33] one has to evaluate the energy denominators for each of the intermediate
states for the process. The energy denominator for say j intermediate gluons is defined as the difference between the
light-front energies of the final and intermediate state in question

D j =
∑

out
El −

j
∑

i=1
Ei . (1)

where

Ei(l) ≡ k−i(l) =
k2i(l)
k+i(l)
, (2)

are the light-front energies and the first sum represents a sum over the energies of all final state gluons present in the
fragmentation function. Furthermore, one has to sum over all possible vertex orderings. The fragmentation function
shown in example in Fig. 1 would thus be given schematically by the expression

Tn ∼
∑

vertex orderings
gn−1Πn−1j=1

Vj

z jD j
, (3)

where Vj are the vertices and z j and D j are the corresponding fractional momenta and denominators for all the
intermediate states. Note the important fact that for the fragmentation function depicted in Fig. 1 the first gluon is
not really an initial state. As mentioned above, it is understood that the fragmentation function is only a subgraph,
attached via this gluon to a bigger graph. Therefore, the leftmost gluon is in fact an intermediate state for which the
energy denominator, denoted by the dashed line, has to be taken into account. The rightmost gluons are the final
on-shell particles, and the energy denominator is not included there. Finally, one needs to sum over all the vertex
orderings in the light-front time. The results derived in [13] and in the following sections are for the color ordered
multi-gluon amplitudes. Hence, we focus only on the kinematical parts of the subamplitudes.

The fragmentation function for a special choice of the helicities was evaluated exactly in [13]. The explicit results
for the transition +→ + · · ·+ reads

Tn[(12 . . .n)+ → 1+, 2+, . . . , n+] = (−ig)n−1
(

z1...n
z1 . . . zn

)3/2 1
vn n−1vn−1 n−2 . . . v21

, (4)

where the variables vi j were defined as

vi j ≡
(k j
z j
−
ki
zi

)

, vi j ≡ ϵ(−) · vi j , (5)

and ϵ(−) will be defined shortly. It is well known [3, 30, 31] that on the light-front the Poincaré group can be decom-
posed onto a subgroup which contains the Galilean-like nonrelativistic dynamics in 2-dimensions. The ’+’ compo-
nents of the momenta can be interpreted as the ’masses’. In this case the variable (5) can be interpreted as a relative

3

transverse light-front velocity of the two gluons. The same variable is present when evaluating the energy denomina-
tors of different intermediate states. The above variable is closely related to the variables used in the framework of
helicity amplitudes, see [34].

For a given pair of momenta ki and k j we have the result

⟨i j⟩ = √ziz j ϵ(−) ·
(ki
zi
−
k j
z j

)

=
√ziz j ϵ(−) · vi j , [i j] = √ziz j ϵ(+) ·

(ki
zi
−
k j
z j

)

=
√ziz j ϵ(+) · vi j , (6)

where the variables ⟨i j⟩ and [i j] are defined by

⟨i j⟩ = ⟨i − | j+⟩ , [i j] = ⟨i + | j−⟩ , (7)

and where chiral projections of the spinors for massless particles are defined as

|i±⟩ = ψ±(ki) =
1
2
(1 ± γ5)ψ(ki) , ⟨±i| = ψ±(ki) , (8)

for a given momentum ki. Above, we have also introduced the polarization four-vector of the gluon with four-
momentum k

ϵ(±) = ϵ
(±)
⊥ +

2ϵ(±) · k
η · k

η , (9)

where ϵ(±)⊥ = (0, 0, ϵ(±)), and the transverse vector is defined by ϵ(±) = ∓ 1√
2
(1,±i). Vector η is related to the choice of

the light-cone gauge, η ·A = 0, where η µ = (0, 2, 0) in the light-front coordinates. It is interesting that in the light-front
formalism the variables ⟨i j⟩ appear naturally in the vertices and in the energy denominators.

The fragmentation functions introduced above possess an important property which will be widely utilized in
this paper. Namely, it was demonstrated in [13] that the fragmentation functions factorize after the summation over
all the light-front time orderings. This property can then be used to write down the explicit recursion formula for the
fragmentation functions. That is to say, the fragmentation into n+1 gluons which is denoted by Tn+1[(1, 2, . . . , n+1)→
1, 2, . . . , n + 1] can be represented as the product of two lower fragmentation functions Ti[(1 . . . i) → 1, . . . , i ] and
Tn+1−i[(i + 1 . . . n + 1)→ i + 1, . . . , n + 1]. Finally, one needs to sum over the splitting combinations. This procedure
is schematically expressed in Fig. 2 and, to be precise, the expression which reflects the factorization reads

Tn+1[(12 . . .n + 1)→ 1, 2, . . . , n + 1] = −
2ig
Dn+1

n
∑

i=1

⎧

⎪

⎪

⎨

⎪

⎪

⎩

v∗(1...i)(i+1...n+1)
√

ξ(1...i)(i+1...n+1)

× Ti[(1 . . . i)→ 1, . . . , i ] Tn+1−i[(i + 1 . . .n + 1)→ i + 1, . . . , n + 1]
⎫

⎪

⎪

⎬

⎪

⎪

⎭

. (10)

Σi

k(1...i)

k(i+1...n+1)

ki+1
ki+2

kn+1

T

k1
k2

ki

T

V3

k(12...n+1)Tn+1 =

Figure 2: Pictorial representation of the factorization property represented in Eq. (10), a light-front analog of the
Berends-Giele recursion relations [22]. The helicities of the outgoing gluons are chosen to be the same in this partic-
ular case. The dashed vertical line indicates the energy denominator Dn+1.

The energy denominator Dn+1 in the above equation has been defined as

Dn+1 =
k21
z1
+
k22
z2
+ . . . +

k2n
zn
−
k21...n
z1...n

, (11)
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Parke-Taylor amplitudes reflect LF angular momentum conservation

Cluster Decomposition Theorem for relativistic systems:    C. Ji & sjb
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Final-State Interactions Produce  
Pseudo T-Odd  (Sivers Effect)

• Leading-Twist Bjorken Scaling! 

• Requires nonzero orbital angular momentum of quark 

• Arises from the interference of Final-State QCD Coulomb phases in S- and P- 
waves;  

• Wilson line effect  --  lc gauge prescription 

• Relate to the quark contribution to the target proton                                                
anomalous magnetic moment and final-state QCD phases 

• QCD phase at soft scale! 

• New window to QCD coupling and running gluon mass in the IR 

• QED S and P Coulomb phases infinite -- difference of phases finite! 

• Alternate: Retarded and Advanced Gauge: Augmented LFWFs
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Introduction to Light-Front Quantization

Stan Brodsky  

M a y  2 6 - 3 0 ,  2 0 1 4

Home International Light Cone Advisory Committee NC State Physics Jefferson Lab NC State College of Sciences

N a v i g a t i o n

Final Circular
Program
Registration
Accommodations
Travel
Poster
Participants
Scientific Advisory
Comm

Meeting Email: 
LightCone2014 'at' ncsu.edu
For questions and further
information about the
meeting.

N e w s  &  U p d a t e s

R a l e i g h ,  N C

Things to do in Raleigh
Visit Raleigh
Downtown Raleigh
Visit the NC Triangle

R a l e i g h ,  N C ,  U S A

W e l c o m e  t o  L i g h t  C o n e  2 0 1 4

We invite you to participate in the

forthcoming Light Cone 2014 (LC2014)

meeting, to be held in Raleigh, North Carolina,

during May 26-30, 2014.

In anticipation of opportunities afforded by new facilities such
as the 12 GeV upgrade of Jefferson Lab, the FAIR facility at GSI,
J-PARC, and other facilities around the globe, we plan to
organize a timely scientific program to make a representative
impact on the forefront research development of nuclear,
hadron and particle physics. A main focus of the meeting will be
the interface between theory and experiment in hadron physics.
We encourage many young physicists to join and actively discuss
with the world experts participating in this meeting.

L o c a l  O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e

Chueng Ji - NCSU Workshop Chair

Wally Melnitchouk - JLab
Haiyan Gao - Duke University
Dean Lee - NCSU
Thomas Schäfer - NCSU
Mithat Ünsal - NCSU
John Blondin - NCSU
Leslie Cochran and Rhonda Bennett - Administrative Support

M e e t i n g  S p o n s o r s

NC State Department of Physics
NC State College of Sciences
Jefferson Lab

contact | Department of Physics | College of Sciences | North Carolina State University

September 21 2013

LC2014 Registration
opens October 1, 2013.

May 21 2013

LC2014-Raleigh was
formally approved at the
ILCAC Meeting in
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6  Blaschke      David              Uni. Wroclaw

7  Bleicher      Marcus             FIAS

8  Bouras        Ioannis            Uni. Frankfurt

9  Bratkovskaya  Elena              FIAS & ITP, Uni. Frankfurt

10 Bravina       Larissa            University of Oslo

11 Brodsky       Stanley J.         SLAC, Stanford University

12 Csernai       Laszlo P.          Uni. Bergen

13 Epelbaum      Thomas             CEA, Paris
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