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Light-Front Wavefunctions:  rigorous representation of 
composite systems in quantum field theory

x =
k+

P+
=

k0 + k3

P 0 + P 3

Causal, Frame-independent.  Creation Operators on Simple Vacuum, "
Current Matrix Elements are Overlaps of LFWFS

|p, Jz >=
X
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Invariant under boosts!  Independent of Pμ 

Eigenstate of LF Hamiltonian 
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HQCD
LF |ψ >=M2|ψ >

Dirac’s Front Form: Fixed τ = t+ z/c

Bound States in Relativistic Quantum Field Theory: 
Light-Front Wavefunctions

xi =
k+
i

P+

0 < xi < 1

n�
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xi = 1

Remarkable new insights from AdS/CFT,the duality 
between conformal field theory  and Anti-de Sitter Space 

Invariant under boosts.   Independent of Pμ

Direct connection to QCD Lagrangian
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• Measurements are made at fixed τ 

• Causality is automatic 

• Structure Functions are squares of LFWFs 

• Form Factors are overlap of LFWFs 

• LFWFs are frame-independent -- no boosts! 

• No dependence on observer’s frame 

• LF Holography: Dual to AdS space 

• LF Vacuum trivial -- no condensates! 

• Profound implications for Cosmological 
Constant

Advantages of the Dirac’s Front Form for Hadron Physics
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QCD Lagrangian

Yang Mills Gauge Principle: Color 
Rotation and Phase Invariance at 

Every Point of Space and Time 

Scale-Invariant Coupling 
Renormalizable  

Asymptotic Freedom 
Color Confinement 

LQCD = �1
4
Tr(Gµ⌫Gµ⌫) +

nfX

f=1

i ̄fDµ�µ f +
nfX

f=1

mf  ̄f f

iDµ = i@µ � gAµ Gµ⌫ = @µAµ � @⌫Aµ � g[Aµ, A⌫ ]

Fundamental Theory of Hadron and Nuclear Physics 

QCD Mass Scale from Confinement not Explicit

quark

Classically Conformal if mq=0
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Goal: an analytic first approximation to QCD

•As Simple as Schrödinger Theory in Atomic Physics 

•Relativistic, Frame-Independent, Color-Confining 

•Confinement in QCD -- What sets the QCD mass scale? 

•QCD Coupling at all scales 

•Hadron Spectroscopy 

•Light-Front Wavefunctions 

•Form Factors, Structure Functions,Hadronic Observables 

•Constituent Counting Rules 

•Hadronization at the Amplitude Level 

•Insights into QCD Condensates 

•Chiral Symmetry 

•Systematically improvable



Light-Front Holography  
AdS/QCD 

Soft-Wall  Model 
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Conformal Symmetry 

of the action  

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)

Exploring QCD, Cambridge, August 20-24, 2007 Page 9

Confinement scale:   

Light-Front Schrödinger Equation
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Unique "
Confinement Potential!

!
de Tèramond, Dosch, sjb

 ' 0.6 GeV

1/ ' 1/3 fm

• de Alfaro, Fubini, Furlan: Scale can appear in Hamiltonian and EQM 	

without affecting conformal invariance of action!
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Light-Front Holography: Unique mapping derived from equality of LF 
and AdS  formula for EM and gravitational current matrix elements 

and identical equations of motion
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de Teramond, sjb
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G. de Teramond, H. G. Dosch, sjb 

U(⇣2) = 4⇣2 + 22(J � 1)

z ! ⇣

Pion: Negative term  for J=0 cancels 
positive terms from LFKE and potential



Same slope in n and L!Massless pion in Chiral Limit!

Mass ratio of the ρ and the a1 mesons: coincides with Weinberg sum rules

mq = 0

G. de Teramond, H. G. Dosch, sjb 
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Remarkable Features of  
Light-Front Schrödinger Equation

•Relativistic, frame-independent	


•QCD scale appears - unique LF potential	


•Reproduces spectroscopy and dynamics of light-quark hadrons with 
one parameter	


•Zero-mass pion for zero mass quarks!	


•Regge slope same for n and L  -- not usual HO	


•Splitting in L persists to high mass   -- contradicts conventional 
wisdom based on breakdown of chiral symmetry	


•Phenomenology: LFWFs, Form factors, electroproduction	


•Extension to heavy quarks

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)



QCD Lagrangian

LQCD = �1
4
Tr(Gµ⌫Gµ⌫) +

nfX

f=1

i ̄fDµ�µ f +
nfX

f=1

mf  ̄f f

iDµ = i@µ � gAµ Gµ⌫ = @µAµ � @⌫Aµ � g[Aµ, A⌫ ]

Classical Chiral Lagrangian is Conformally Invariant  

Where does the QCD Mass Scale ΛQCD come from?  

How does color confinement arise?

• de Alfaro, Fubini, Furlan: Scale can appear in Hamiltonian and EQM 	

without affecting conformal invariance of action!

Unique confinement potential!



IL NUOVO CIMENT0 VOL. 34 A, N. 4 21 Agosto 1976 

Conformal Invariance in Quantum Mechanics. 

V. DE 2s 
Istituto di .Fisiea Teoriea dell' Universit~ - Tori~o 
Istituto Nazionate di Fis ica Nucleare - Sezione di Torino 

S. FUBINI and G. FURLAN (*) 
C E R N  - Geneva 

(ricevuto fl 3 Maggio 1976) 

Summary. - -  The properties of a field theory in one over-all time dimen- 
sion, invariant under the full eonformal group, are studied in detail. A 
compact operator, which is not the Hamiltonian, is diagonalized and 
used to solve the problem of motion, providing a discrete spectrum and 
normalizable eigenstates. The role of the physical parameters present 
in the model is discussed, mainly in connection with a semi-classical 
approximation. 

1 .  - I n t r o d u c t i o n .  

Most quan tum field theories, which are being used at  present, contain only 
dimensionless coupling constant  so tha t  dilatation invariance is broken only 
by  mass terms. This has led to much a t tent ion to the limits in which such 
mass terms also tend to zero, either in terms of massless field theories or as 
special asymptot ic  limits of F e y n m a n  diagrams. 

A special feature of massless field theories is t ha t  they  exhibit an invariance 
group which is larger than  Poincard's  and which also contains the dilatation 
D and the conformal operator  K ,  (1). 

(*) On leave of absence from Istituto di Fisica Teorica dell'Universitk, Trieste and 
Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nueleare, Sezione di Trieste. 
(1) A sample of recent developments, with abundant references to previous work, 
is contained in: Scale and Conformal Symmetry  in Hadron Physics,  edited by R. GATTO 
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G = uH + vD + wK

G| (⌧) >= i
@

@⌧
| (⌧) >

G = H⌧ =
1
2
�
� d2

dx2
+

g

x2
+

4uw � v2

4
x2

�

Retains conformal invariance of action despite mass scale! 

Identical to LF Hamiltonian with unique potential and dilaton! 

• de Alfaro, Fubini, Furlan

⇥
� d2

d⇣2
+

1� 4L2

4⇣2
+ U(⇣)

⇤
 (⇣) =M2 (⇣)

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)

4uw � v2 = 4 = [M ]4

• Dosch, de Teramond, sjb

New term
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What determines the QCD mass scale ΛQCD? 

• Mass scale does not appear in the QCD Lagrangian 
(massless quarks)	


• Dimensional Transmutation? Requires external constraint 
such as 	


• dAFF: Confinement Scale κ appears spontaneously via the 
Hamiltonian:	


• The confinement scale regulates infrared divergences,  

connects  ΛQCD   to the confinement scale κ	


• Only dimensionless mass ratios (and M times R ) predicted	


• Mass and time units [GeV] and [sec] from physics external 
to QCD	


• New feature: bounded frame-independent relative time 
between constituents

↵s(MZ)

G = uH + vD + wK 4uw � v2 = 4 = [M ]4
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fixed uniquely: it is, like the original Hamiltonian with unbroken dilatation symmetry,179

a constant of motion (2). This procedure breaks scale invariance by a redefinition of180

the fields and the time parameter (16). The Lagrangian, expressed in terms of the181

original fields Q(t) is unchanged up to a total derivative (2). The dAFF mechanism182

is reminiscent of spontaneous symmetry breaking, however, this is not the case since183

there are no degenerate vacua (14) and thus a massless scalar 0++ state is not required.184

The dAFF mechanism is also di↵erent from usual explicit breaking by just adding a185

term to the Lagrangian (15).186

In their discussion of the evolution operator H⌧ dAFF mention a critical point,187

namely that “the time evolution is quite di↵erent from a stationary one”. By this188

statement they refer to the fact that the variable ⌧ is related to the variable t by189

⌧ =
2p

4uw � v2
arctan

✓
2tw + vp
4uw � v2

◆
, (22)

i.e., ⌧ has only a finite range. Since q2(⌧) vanishes at the borders of this range (See190

(16)), the surface term in (18) vanishes also there. In our approach ⌧ = x+/P+
191

can be interpreted as the LF time di↵erence of the confined q and q̄ in the hadron,192

a quantity which is naturally of finite range and in principle could be measured in193

double-parton scattering processes. It is also interesting to notice that the conformal194

group in one dimension with generators Ht, K and D is locally isomorphic to the195

group SO(2, 1) and thus, a correspondence can be established between the SO(2, 1)196

group of conformal quantum mechanics and the AdS2 space with isometry group197

SO(2, 1) (16).198

Following the work of de Alfaro, Fubini and Furlan in Ref. (2), we have discussed199

in this letter an e↵ective theory which encodes the fundamental conformal symmetry200

of the QCD Lagrangian in the limit of massless quarks. It is an explicit model in201

which the confinement length scale appears in the light-front Hamiltonian from the202

breaking of dilatation invariance, without a↵ecting the conformal invariance of the203

action. In the context of the dual holographic model it shows that the form of the204

dilaton profile is unique, which leads by the mapping to the light-front Hamiltonian205

9

dAFF: New Time Variable

• Identify with difference of LF time Δx+/P+ 

between constituents 

• Finite range  

• Measure in Double Parton Processes



Interpretation of Mass Scale 

• Does not affect conformal symmetry of QCD action"

• Self-consistent regularization of IR divergences"

• Determines all mass and length scales for zero quark mass"

• Compute scheme-dependent           determined in terms of"

• Value of          itself not determined -- place holder"

• Need external constraint such as fπ


⇤MS







Uniqueness

• ζ2 confinement potential and dilaton profile unique! 

• Linear Regge trajectories in n and L: same slope! 

• Massless pion in chiral limit!   No vacuum condensate! 

•  Conformally invariant action for massless quarks retained 

despite mass scale 

• Same principle, equation of motion as de Alfaro, Furlan, Fubini, 
Conformal Invariance in Quantum Mechanics Nuovo Cim. A34 (1976) 
569 

de Teramond, Dosch, sjb 

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1) e'(z) = e+2z2

http://inspirehep.net/record/108211
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Uniqueness of Dilaton

pion is massless in chiral limit iff 
p=2!

p

m2
⇡/2

'p(z) = pzp

e'(z) = e+2z2

• Dosch, de Teramond, sjb



Fermionic Modes and Baryon Spectrum
[GdT and S. J. Brodsky, PRL 94, 201601 (2005)]

From Nick Evans

• Action for Dirac field in AdSd+1 in presence of dilaton background ⇧(z) [Abidin and Carlson (2009)]

S =
⇧

dd+1⌃ge⌅(z)
�
i⌅eM

A �ADM⌅ + h.c + ⇧(z)⌅⌅� µ⌅⌅
⇥

• Factor out plane waves along 3+1: ⌅P (xµ, z) = e�iP ·x⌅(z)
⌃
i
⇤
z�⌦m�⌦ m + 2�z

⌅
+ µR + ⇥2z

⌥
⌅(x⌦) = 0.

• Solution (⌅ = µR� 1
2 , ⌅ = L + 1)

⌅+(z) ⇤ z
5
2+⇤e��2z2/2L⇤

n(⇥2z2), ⌅�(z) ⇤ z
7
2+⇤e��2z2/2L⇤+1

n (⇥2z2)

• Eigenvalues (how to fix the overall energy scale, see arXiv:1001.5193)

M2 = 4⇥2(n + L + 1)

• Obtain spin-J mode ⇤µ1···µJ�1/2
, J > 1

2 , with all indices along 3+1 from ⌅ by shifting dimensions

• Large NC : M2 = 4⇥2(NC + n + L� 2) =⌅ M ⇤
⌃

NC ⇥QCD

Escuela de Fı́sica, UCR, December 1, 2010 Page 25

GdT and sjb, PRL 94, 201601 (2005)

positive parity

Yukawa interaction  
in 5 dimensions 

e'(z)
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Non-Conformal Extension of Algebraic Structure (Soft Wall Model)

• We write the Dirac equation

(��(⇤)�M)⌃(⇤) = 0,

in terms of the matrix-valued operator �

�⇤(⇤) = �i

⇤
d

d⇤
�

⇧ + 1
2

⇤
⇥5 � ⌅2⇤⇥5

⌅
,

and its adjoint �†, with commutation relations

⇧
�⇤(⇤),�†

⇤(⇤)
⌃

=
�

2⇧ + 1
⇤2

� 2⌅2

⇥
⇥5.

• Solutions to the Dirac equation

⌃+(⇤) ⇤ z
1
2+⇤e�⇥2�2/2L⇤

n(⌅2⇤2),

⌃�(⇤) ⇤ z
3
2+⇤e�⇥2�2/2L⇤+1

n (⌅2⇤2).

• Eigenvalues

M2 = 4⌅2(n + ⇧ + 1).

Exploring QCD, Cambridge, August 20-24, 2007 Page 49

⌫ = L + 1

Dirac Equation for Nucleons in Soft-Wall AdS/QCD
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Baryon Spectrum in Soft-Wall Model

• Upon substitution z ! ⇣ and

 

J

(x, z) = e�iP ·xz2 J

(z)u(P ),

find LFWE for d = 4

d

d⇣
 J

+

+

⌫ +

1

2

⇣
 J

+

+ U(⇣) J

+

= M J

�,

� d

d⇣
 J

� +

⌫ +

1

2

⇣
 J

� + U(⇣) J

� = M J

+

,

where U(⇣) =

R

⇣

V (⇣)

• Choose linear potential U = 2⇣

• Eigenfunctions

 J

+

(⇣) ⇠ ⇣
1

2

+⌫e�

2

⇣

2

/2L⌫

n

(2⇣2

),  J

�(⇣) ⇠ ⇣
3

2

+⌫e�

2

⇣

2

/2L⌫+1

n

(2⇣2

)

• Eigenvalues

M2

= 42

(n + ⌫ + 1), ⌫ = L + 1 (⌧ = 3)

• Full J � L degeneracy (different J for same L) for baryons along given trajectory !

Niccolò Cabeo 2012, Ferrara, May 25, 2011
Page 33



Fermionic Modes and Baryon Spectrum
[Hard wall model: GdT and S. J. Brodsky, PRL 94, 201601 (2005)]

[Soft wall model: GdT and S. J. Brodsky, (2005), arXiv:1001.5193]

From Nick Evans

• Nucleon LF modes

⇤+(�)n,L = ⇥2+L

⌅
2n!

(n + L)!
�3/2+Le�⇥2�2/2LL+1

n

�
⇥2�2

⇥

⇤�(�)n,L = ⇥3+L 1⇤
n + L + 2

⌅
2n!

(n + L)!
�5/2+Le�⇥2�2/2LL+2

n

�
⇥2�2

⇥

• Normalization ⇤
d� ⇤2

+(�) =
⇤

d� ⇤2
�(�) = 1

• Eigenvalues

M2
n,L,S=1/2 = 4⇥2 (n + L + 1)

• “Chiral partners”
MN(1535)

MN(940)
=
⇤

2

LC 2011 2011, Dallas, May 23, 2011 Page 13

Chiral Symmetry 
of Eigenstate!
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Figure 2: Orbital and radial baryon excitation spectrum. Positive-parity spin-12 nucleons (a) and

spectrum gap between the negative-parity spin-32 and the positive-parity spin-12 nucleons families

(b). Minus parity N (c) and plus and minus parity ∆ families (d), for
√
λ = 0.49 GeV (nucleons)

and 0.51 GeV (Deltas).

cluster. The predictions for the daughter trajectories for n = 1, n = 2, · · · are also shown in

this figure. Only confirmed PDG [23] states are shown. The Roper state N(1440) and the

N(1710) are well accounted for as the first and second radial excited states of the proton.

The newly identified state, the N(1900) [23] is depicted here as the first radial excitation of

the N(1720). The model is successful in explaining the parity degeneracy observed in the

light baryon spectrum, such as the L = 2, N(1680)−N(1720) pair in Fig. 2 (a). In Fig. 2

(b) we compare the positive parity spin-12 parent nucleon trajectory with the negative parity

7

42
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Table 1: SU(6) classification of confirmed baryons listed by the PDG. The labels S, L
and n refer to the internal spin, orbital angular momentum and radial quantum number

respectively. The �

5
2
�
(1930) does not fit the SU(6) classification since its mass is too low

compared to other members 70-multiplet for n = 0, L = 3.

SU(6) S L n Baryon State

56 1
2 0 0 N 1

2
+
(940)

1
2 0 1 N 1

2
+
(1440)

1
2 0 2 N 1

2
+
(1710)

3
2 0 0 �

3
2
+
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Figure 2. Orbital and radial baryon excitation spectrum. Positive-parity spin- 1
2 nucleons (a) and spectrum gap

between the negative-parity spin- 3
2 and the positive-parity spin- 1

2 nucleons families (b). Minus parity N (c) and
plus and minus parity � families (d), for

p
� = 0.49 GeV (nucleons) and 0.51 GeV (Deltas).

minus-parity spin- 3
2 nucleon families, as indicated by arrows in this figure. This means the respective

assignment ⌫ = L and ⌫ = L+1 for the lower and upper trajectories in Fig. 2 (b). We also note that the
degeneracy of states with the same orbital quantum number L is also well described, as for example
the degeneracy of the L = 1 states N(1650), N(1675) and N(1700) in Fig. 2 (b).

We have also to take into account baryons with negative parity and internal spin S = 1
2 , as well

as baryon states with positive parity and internal spin S = 3
2 such as the �(1232). Those states are

well described by the assignment ⌫ = L + 1
2 . This means, for example, that M2 (+)

n,L,S= 3
2
= M2 (�)

n,L,S= 1
2

and
consequently the positive and negative-parity � states lie in the same trajectory consistent with the
experimental results, as depicted in Fig. 2 (d). The newly found state, the N(1875) [23], depicted in
Fig. 2 (c) is well described as the first radial excitation of the N(1520), and the near degeneracy of
the N(1520) and N(1535) is also well accounted. Likewise, the �(1660) corresponds to the first radial
excitation of the �(1232) as shown in Fig. 2 (d). The model explains the important degeneracy of
the L = 2, �(1905), �(1910), �(1920), �(1950) states which are degenerate within error bars. Our
results for the � states agree with those of Ref. [24]. “Chiral partners" such as the N(1535) and the
N(940) with the same total angular momentum J = 1

2 , but with di↵erent orbital angular momentum
are non-degenerate from the onset. To recapitulate, the parameter ⌫ has the internal spin S and parity
P assignment given in the table below.

Table 1. Orbital assignment for baryon trajectories according to parity and internal spin.

S = 1
2 S = 3

2

P = + ⌫ = L ⌫ = L + 1
2

P = - ⌫ = L + 1
2 ⌫ = L + 1

The assignment ⌫ = L for the lowest trajectory, the proton trajectory, is straightforward and follows
from the mapping of AdS to light-front physics. The assignment for other spin and parity baryons
states given in Table 2.2 is phenomenological. It is expected that further analysis of the di↵erent
quark, or quark–diquark, configurations and symmetries of the baryon wave function will indeed
explain the actual assignment in Table 2.2, which successfully describes the full light baryon orbital
and radial excitation spectrum, and in particular the gap between trajectories with di↵erent parity and
internal spin. The holographic variable ⇣ has a cluster decomposition and thus labels a system of
n-partons as an active quark plus a system of n � 1 spectators [2]. From this perspective, a baryon
with n = 3 looks in light-front holography as a quark–diquark system.

spin-32 nucleon trajectory. It is remarkable that the gap scale 4λ determines not only the

slope of the trajectories, but also the gap in the spectrum between the plus-parity spin-12 and

the minus-parity spin-32 nucleon families, as indicated by arrows in this figure. This means

the respective assignment ν = L and ν = L+ 1 for the lower and upper trajectories in Fig.

2 (b). We also note that the degeneracy of states with the same orbital quantum number L

is also well described, as for example the degeneracy of the L = 1 states N(1650), N(1675)

and N(1700) in Fig. 2 (b).

We have also to take into account baryons with negative parity and internal spin S = 1
2 ,

as well as baryon states with positive parity and internal spin S = 3
2 such as the ∆(1232).

Those states are well described by the assignment ν = L + 1
2 . This means, for example,

that M2 (+)

n,L,S= 3
2

= M2 (−)

n,L,S= 1
2

and consequently the positive and negative-parity ∆ states lie

in the same trajectory consistent with the experimental results, as depicted in Fig. 2 (d).

The newly found state, the N(1875) [23], depicted in Fig. 2 (c) is well described as the first

radial excitation of the N(1520), and the near degeneracy of the N(1520) and N(1535) is

also well accounted. Likewise, the ∆(1600) corresponds to the first radial excitation of the

∆(1232) as shown in Fig. 2 (d). The model explains the important degeneracy of the L = 2,

∆(1905), ∆(1910), ∆(1920), ∆(1950) states which are degenerate within error bars. Our

results for the ∆ states agree with those of Ref. [24]. “Chiral partners” such as the N(1535)

and the N(940) with the same total angular momentum J = 1
2 , but with different orbital

angular momentum are non-degenerate from the onset. To recapitulate, the parameter ν

has the internal spin S and parity P assignment given in the table below.

Table 1: Orbital assignment for baryon trajectories according to parity and internal spin.

S = 1
2 S = 3

2

P = + ν = L ν = L+ 1
2

P = - ν = L+ 1
2 ν = L+ 1

The assignment ν = L for the lowest trajectory, the proton trajectory, is straightforward

and follows from the mapping of AdS to light-front physics. The assignment for other spin

and parity baryons states given in Table 1 is phenomenological. It is expected that fur-

ther analysis of the different quark, or quark–diquark, configurations and symmetries of the

baryon wave function will indeed explain the actual assignment in Table 1, which successfully

describes the full light baryon orbital and radial excitation spectrum, and in particular the

gap between trajectories with different parity and internal spin. The holographic variable ζ

8

J=1/2 “Chiral partners”, e.g. N(1535) and N(1400), with different L, non-degenerate

M2 = 42(n + ⌫ + 1)

⌫ = |µR|� 1/2

No spin-orbit coupling

by the model. Note that the solution for λ < 0 leads to a pion mass heavier than the ρ meson

in clear disagreement with observations.

2.2 A Light-Front Holographic Model for Baryons

The analytical exploration of the baryon spectrum using light-front holographic ideas

is not as simple or as well understood as the meson case. However, as we shall discuss is

this section, even a relatively simple approach provides a framework for a useful description

of the baryon spectrum which gives important insights into its systematics. In a chiral

spinor component representation, the light-front wave equations for baryons are given by the

coupled linear differential equations [15]

−
d

dζ
ψ− −

ν + 1
2

ζ
ψ− − V (ζ)ψ− = Mψ+,

d

dζ
ψ+ −

ν + 1
2

ζ
ψ+ − V (ζ)ψ+ = Mψ−, (4)

where ν is given in terms of the mass appearing in the Dirac equation in AdS space: ν =

|µR|− 1
2 . One can also show that the effective potential V is J-independent [15, 19]. This is

a remarkable result, since it implies that independently of the specific form of the potential,

the value of the baryon masses along a given Regge trajectory depends only on the LF orbital

angular momentum L, and thus, in contrast with the vector mesons, there is no spin-orbit

coupling, in agreement with the observed near-degeneracy in the baryon spectrum.

We choose an effective linear confining potential V = λ ζ which also leads to linear Regge

trajectories in both the orbital and radial quantum numbers for baryon excited states. The

linear potential also leads to the LF oscillator form λ2ζ2 in the second order version of Eqs.

4. For λ > 0 we find the result

M2 = 4 λ (n + ν + 1) .

For λ < 0 no solution is possible [15]. To determine the internal spin, internal orbital angular

momentum and radial quantum number assignment of theN and∆ excitation spectrum from

the total angular momentum-parity PDG assignment, it is convenient to use the conventional

SU(6) ⊃ SU(3)flavor × SU(2)spin multiplet structure.

The lowest possible stable state, the proton, corresponds to n = 0 and ν = 0. This fixes

the scale
√
λ ≃ 0.5 GeV. The resulting predictions for the positive-parity spin- 12 nucleons

are shown in Fig. 2 (a) for the parent Regge trajectory for n = 0 and ν = 0, 2, 4, · · · , L,
where L is the relative LF angular momentum between the active quark and the spectator

6
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• Boost Invariant 

• Trivial LF vacuum! No condensate, but consistent with GMOR 

• Massless Pion 

• Hadron Eigenstates (even the pion) have LF Fock components of different Lz 

• Proton: equal probability 

!

• Self-Dual Massive Eigenstates: Proton is its own chiral partner. 

• Label State by minimum L as in Atomic Physics 

• Minimum L dominates at short distances                

• AdS/QCD Dictionary: Match to Interpolating Operator Twist at z=0.

Chiral Features of Soft-Wall 
AdS/QCD Model

Sz = +1/2, Lz = 0;Sz = �1/2, Lz = +1

No mass -degenerate parity partners!

Jz = +1/2 :< Lz >= 1/2, < Sz
q >= 0
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Space-Like Dirac Proton Form Factor

• Consider the spin non-flip form factors

F+(Q2) = g+

⇤
d� J(Q, �)|⇥+(�)|2,

F�(Q2) = g�

⇤
d� J(Q, �)|⇥�(�)|2,

where the effective charges g+ and g� are determined from the spin-flavor structure of the theory.

• Choose the struck quark to have Sz = +1/2. The two AdS solutions ⇥+(�) and ⇥�(�) correspond

to nucleons with Jz = +1/2 and�1/2.

• For SU(6) spin-flavor symmetry

F p
1 (Q2) =

⇤
d� J(Q, �)|⇥+(�)|2,

Fn
1 (Q2) = �1

3

⇤
d� J(Q, �)

�
|⇥+(�)|2 � |⇥�(�)|2

⇥
,

where F p
1 (0) = 1, Fn

1 (0) = 0.

Exploring QCD, Cambridge, August 20-24, 2007 Page 52
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• Compute Dirac proton form factor using SU(6) flavor symmetry

F p
1 (Q2) = R4

⇧
dz

z4
V (Q, z)�2

+(z)

• Nucleon AdS wave function

�+(z) =
�2+L

R2

⌃
2n!

(n + L)!
z7/2+LLL+1

n

�
�2z2

⇥
e��2z2/2

• Normalization (F1
p(0) = 1, V (Q = 0, z) = 1)

R4

⇧
dz

z4
�2

+(z) = 1

• Bulk-to-boundary propagator [Grigoryan and Radyushkin (2007)]

V (Q, z) = �2z2

⇧ 1

0

dx

(1� x)2
x

Q2

42 e��2z2x/(1�x)

• Find

F p
1 (Q2) =

1⇤
1 + Q2

M2
⇢

⌅⇤
1 + Q2

M2
⇢0

⌅

withM⇥
2
n ⇤ 4�2(n + 1/2)

LC 2011 2011, Dallas, May 23, 2011 Page 20
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Using SU(6) flavor symmetry and normalization to static quantities
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Flavor Decomposition of Elastic Nucleon Form Factors

G. D. Cates et al. Phys. Rev. Lett. 106, 252003 (2011)
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Nucleon Transition Form Factors

• Compute spin non-flip EM transition N(940)⇥ N�(1440): �n=0,L=0
+ ⇥ �n=1,L=0

+

• Transition form factor
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de Teramond, sjb

Consistent with counting rule, twist 3
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5 Non-Perturbative QCD Coupling From LF Holography
With A. Deur and S. J. Brodsky

• Consider five-dim gauge fields propagating in AdS5 space in dilaton background ⇧(z) = ⇤2z2

S = �1
4

�
d4x dz

⇧
g e⇥(z) 1

g2
5

G2

• Flow equation
1

g2
5(z)

= e⇥(z) 1
g2
5(0)

or g2
5(z) = e��2z2

g2
5(0)

where the coupling g5(z) incorporates the non-conformal dynamics of confinement

• YM coupling �s(⇥) = g2
Y M (⇥)/4⌅ is the five dim coupling up to a factor: g5(z)⌅ gY M (⇥)

• Coupling measured at momentum scale Q

�AdS
s (Q) ⇤

� ⇥

0
⇥d⇥J0(⇥Q)�AdS

s (⇥)

• Solution

�AdS
s (Q2) = �AdS

s (0) e�Q2/4�2
.

where the coupling �AdS
s incorporates the non-conformal dynamics of confinement

Hadron 2009, FSU, Tallahassee, December 1, 2009 Page 27

Running Coupling from  Modified AdS/QCD
Deur,  de Teramond, sjb



Running Coupling from Light-Front Holography and AdS/QCD

�AdS
s (Q)/⇥ = e�Q2/4�2

�s(Q)
⇥

Deur,  de Teramond, sjb
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• Zero mass pion for mq =0  (n=J=L=0) 

• Regge trajectories: equal slope in n and L 

• Form Factors at high Q2: Dimensional 
counting 

• Space-like and Time-like Meson and Baryon 
Form Factors 

• Running Coupling for NPQCD 

• Meson Distribution Amplitude  
!

!

AdS/QCD and Light-Front Holography
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Prediction from AdS/CFT: Meson LFWF
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Light-Front Holography  
AdS/QCD 

Soft-Wall  Model 
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⇤
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!
Conformal Symmetry 

of the action  

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)

Exploring QCD, Cambridge, August 20-24, 2007 Page 9

Confinement scale:   

Light-Front Schrödinger Equation
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Confinement Potential!
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1/ ' 1/3 fm

• de Alfaro, Fubini, Furlan: Scale can appear in Hamiltonian and EQM 	

without affecting conformal invariance of action!
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Remarkable Features of  
Light-Front Schrödinger Equation

•Relativistic, frame-independent	


•QCD scale appears - unique LF potential	


•Reproduces spectroscopy and dynamics of light-quark hadrons with 
one parameter	


•Zero-mass pion for zero mass quarks!	


•Regge slope same for n and L  -- not usual HO	


•Splitting in L persists to high mass   -- contradicts conventional 
wisdom based on breakdown of chiral symmetry	


•Phenomenology: LFWFs, Form factors, electroproduction	


•Extension to heavy quarks

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)

44

Dynamics + Spectroscopy! 
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An analytic first approximation to QCD

•As Simple as Schrödinger Theory in Atomic Physics 

• LF radial variable  ζ conjugate to invariant mass squared 

•Relativistic, Frame-Independent, Color-Confining 

•Unique confining potential! 

•QCD Coupling at all scales: Essential for Gauge Link 
phenomena 

•Hadron Spectroscopy and Dynamics from one parameter  

•Wave Functions, Form Factors, Hadronic Observables, 
Constituent Counting Rules 

•Insight into QCD Condensates: Zero cosmological constant! 

•Systematically improvable with DLCQ-BLFQ Methods

AdS/QCD + Light-Front Holography 
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String Theory

AdS/CFT

Semi-Classical QCD / Wave Equations

Mapping of  Poincare’ and 
Conformal SO(4,2) symmetries of 

3+1 space  
to  AdS5 space

Integrable!

Boost Invariant 3+1 Light-Front Wave Equations

Hadron Spectra, Wavefunctions, Dynamics

AdS/QCD
Conformal behavior at short 

distances 
!

 Confinement at large distance 
Unique!

!
!
!

Counting rules for Hard Exclusive 
Scattering 

Regge Trajectories

Holography

Integrable! J =0,1,1/2,3/2 plus L

Goal: First Approximant to QCD

!
QCD at the Amplitude Level

• Conformal template:  

• Use isometries of AdS5
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Structure of the Vacuum in Light-Front Dynamics

• Compare invariant mass in the instant-form in the hadron center-of-mass system P = 0,

M2
qq
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q
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2

with the invariant mass in the front-form in the constituent rest frame, k
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, and V is the effective potential in the instant-form

• For small quark masses a linear instant-form potential V implies a harmonic front-form potential U

and thus linear Regge trajectories

[A. P. Trawiński, S. D. Glazek, S. J. Brodsky, GdT, H. G. Dosch, arXiv: 1403.5651]

Niccolò Cabeo 2014, Ferrara, May 20, 2012
Page 19

Connection to the Linear Instant-Form Potential

A.P. Trawinski, S.D. Glazek, H. D. Dosch, G. de Teramond, sjb
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Light-Front Partition Function
!

J. Raufeisen and sjb	

Strauss and Byers	


Elser and Kalloniatis	
Z = Tr exp�
1

2

(P+
+ P�)

Compute using P- spectrum from DLCQ

Example: QED(1+1).    
Results are frame-dependent  

depend on K and L 

Proposal:   Define frame-independent “LF temperature”

Z = Tr exp(��LF HLF )

TLF =

1
�LF

(dimension M2
)

(sum over discrete 	

plus continuum)
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a) b)

Figure 1: Mass Spectrum from DLCQ. a) The Mass Spectrum normalized to mE

against the coupling λ as obtained from DLCQ for antiperiodic boundary conditions and
a harmonic resolution of K=20. b) The same spectrum but over a smaller mass range with
larger resolution to emphasise the transition from the discrete to continuum spectrum.

with fixed total momentum one must then take K → ∞. For some physical quantities it is
feasible to compute for a range of values of K and extrapolate, however in the present work
we are restricted to studying thermodynamic quantities for finite but increasing K. Herein
lies one problem to which we will have cause to refer frequently: computing with K ̸= ∞
generates an error in the numerical results, however as yet this error lacks a physical
interpretation. Nonetheless, the maximum value of K chosen enables reproduction of
results for the low energy mass spectrum consistent with lattice gauge theory but still
permits computation on a workstation. The programs are described in some detail in [6].

3 Spectrum and Density of States

Before diving into the thermodynamics, we prepare ourselves by reviewing the basic prop-
erties of the spectrum of QED(1+1). A typical spectrum can be found in [4]. For com-
pleteness we reproduce one used to calculate the quantities of this letter; applying slightly
different boundary conditions as discussed in [5].

There are a number of basic features common to all values of coupling constant. The
lowest bound state is essentially a fermion-antifermion pair which becomes the ‘Schwinger
boson’ of mass g/

√
π as fermion mass mF vanishes [13]. For non-zero fermion mass, this

mesonic state has a ‘size’ and so we refer to it as an ‘extended’ Schwinger boson. Above
this state lie several bound ‘molecule’ states of the extended Schwinger boson state. The
number of these depend on the strength of the coupling and the value of the θ parameter
which is essentially a background electric field [14]. Finally there is a a continuous spectrum
consisting of extended Schwinger boson states in relative motion. Embedded within this
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2 DLCQ for QED(1+1)

The literature is already very extensive in references to the basic method of DLCQ [2, 3].
We can therefore afford to be brief. Our light-cone conventions are those of [11]. Light-
cone quantization involves initialising independent quantum fields at equal light-cone time,
say x+ = (x0 + x3)/

√
2 = 0. The orthogonal x− = (x0 − x3)/

√
2 is the longitudinal or

light-cone space. The appropriate time evolution generator is P−, itself a constant of the
motion under evolution in x+, together with the momentum or x−-translation generator
P+. Thus these operators can be built via the energy-momentum tensor from the bare
Lagrangian fields once all redundant variables have been eliminated. In order to regularise
the infrared, a finite interval is employed: x− ∈ [−L,+L]. Bosons are assigned periodic and
fermions antiperiodic boundary conditions. In the following we ignore zero modes 1. Then
the light-cone gauge A+ = 0 is permissible in which the remaining A− gauge potentials
are constrained and can be eliminated by solving the Gauss law constraints. Thus, apart
from the resulting linear Coulomb potential, there is no trace left of the photons in two
dimensional QED. Similarly, only half the fermion degrees of freedom are independent, the
rest being eliminated by the Dirac equation – a strictly light-cone peculiarity. One is thus
able to completely specify the Poincaré generators in terms of the so-called ‘right-mover’
fermion field which is quantised canonically. The vacuum is just the perturbative Fock
vacuum in this framework [12]. Hence states can be built up by application of creation
operators in the right-movers after an expansion in plane wave modes.

The relativistic bound-state problem can be formulated as the eigenvalue equation

2P+P−|Ψi⟩ = m2
i |Ψi⟩ . (1)

Here, P± is expressed in terms of the Fock operators into which the fields are expanded,
and |Ψi⟩ is similarly built from Fock operators on the trivial vacuum. Inserting a complete
set of Fock states results in a finite matrix equation

⟨i| : 2P+P− : |j⟩⟨j|Ψ⟩ = m2⟨i|Ψ⟩, (2)

which has been diagonalized numerically [4, 5]. The reader can find the explicit form of
the Hamiltonian in [4, 5]. We give here just the conventions for scaling of the coupling and
invariant mass. With g the gauge coupling and mF the fermion mass in the QED(1+1)
Lagrangian, we define a coupling

λ ≡
[

1 +
πm2

F

g2

]−1

(3)

and a mass scale

m2
E ≡ m2

F +
g2

π
. (4)

The coupling λ allows us to explore the weak (λ → 0) to strong (λ → 1) coupling regimes
within a finite range plot. In the following, all energies shall be in units of mE as shall be
the units of temperature as well.

On the computer it is more convenient to express the continuum limit in terms of
the ‘harmonic resolution’ K = LP+/π which is related to the total (integer) momentum
available to be distributed to the partons of the theory. Evidently, in order to take L → ∞

1Their complete incorporation into the analogue of these calculations is still under investigation.
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QED(1+1). 
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DARK ENERGY AND
THE COSMOLOGICAL CONSTANT PARADOX

A. ZEE

Department of Physics, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106, USA
Kavil Institute for Theoretical Physics, University of California,

Santa Barbara, CA 93106, USA
zee@kitp.ucsb.edu

I give a brief and idiosyncratic overview of the cosmological constant paradox.

1.

Gravity knows about everything, whatever its origin, luminous or dark, even the
energy contained in fluctuating quantum fields.

As is well known, this leads us to one of the gravest puzzles of theoretical
physics. Consider the Feynman diagram with the graviton coupling to a matter
field (for example an electron field) loop. If we claim to understand the physics
of the electron field up to an energy scale of M, then the graviton sees an energy
density given schematically by Λ ∼ M 4 + M2m2

elog( M
me

) + m4
elog( M

me
) + · · · . Just

about any reasonable choice of M leads to a humongous energy density!!! In fact,
even if the first two terms were to be mysteriously deleted, there is still an energy
density of order m4

e, that is, an energy density corresponding to one electron mass
in a volume the size of the Compton wavelength of the electron, filling all of space,
which is clearly unacceptable.

Apparently, this disastrous prediction of quantum field theory has nothing to
do with quantum gravity. Indeed, the quantum field theory we need for the matter
field is merely free field theory: we are just adding up zero point energy of harmonic
oscillators.

The cosmological constant paradox may be summarized as follows. In some
suitable units, the cosmological constant was expected to have the value ∼ 10123.
This was so huge that it was decreed to be equal to = 0 identically, while the
measured value turned out to be ∼ 1. I have argued elsewhere that the proton
decay rate might offer an instructive lesson here.

I am presuming that the observed dark energy is the fabled cosmological con-
stant. The evidence seems increasingly to favor this simplest of hypotheses. Even
if this were not the case, much of the paradox still remains.

I define Λ by writing the Einstein-Hilbert action as
∫

d4x
√

g( 1
GR+Λ). It is useful

1336

“One of the gravest puzzles of 
theoretical physics”

50

!
Elements of the solution: 

(A) Light-Front Quantization: causal, frame-independent vacuum 
(B) New understanding of QCD “Condensates” 

(C) Higgs Light-Front Zero Mode 

!

Extraordinary conflict between the conventional definition of the vacuum in #
quantum field theory and cosmology
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• Loop diagrams of all orders contribute"

• Huge vacuum energy:"

•                                      Cut off the quadratic divergence at MPlanck"

• Frame-Dependence, Causality issues."

• Divide S-matrix by disconnected vacuum diagrams"

• In Contrast: Light-Front Vacuum trivial since plus momenta 
are  positive and conserved: k+ = k0 + k3 > 0

E

V
=

Z
d3k

2(2⇡)3

q
~k2 + m2

Instant-Form Vacuum in QED
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⇢QED
⇤ ' 10120⇢Observed

⇤



52

In view of the recent cosmological observationsIn view of the recent cosmological observations
supporting dark energy and inflationsupporting dark energy and inflation

it is fair to say that we do not really know what is it is fair to say that we do not really know what is 
““fundamental physicsfundamental physics””

“ Most embarrassing observation in physics – that’s the 
only quick thing I can say about dark energy that’s also 
true.” -- Edward Witten

:KDW�LV�VR�HPEDUUDVVLQJ�DERXW�LW":KDW�LV�VR�HPEDUUDVVLQJ�DERXW�LW"

• Why is the cosmological constant so small, 
in Planck density units ?    

• Why                                            ?
Coincidence problem.

DGGUHVVHG�E\�DGGUHVVHG�E\�DQWKURSLFDQWKURSLF SULQFLSOH��:HLQEHUJ�����SULQFLSOH��:HLQEHUJ�����

Two general problems:Two general problems:

Renata KalloshRenataRenata KalloshKallosh

Fields Institute, Toronto, May 9, 10,11 2005Fields Institute, Toronto, May 9, 10,11 2005

StanfordStanford

Towards String Cosmology.
Stabilization of moduli in string 

theory  I , II

Towards String Cosmology.Towards String Cosmology.
Stabilization of moduli in string Stabilization of moduli in string 

theory  I , IItheory  I , II
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String Theory LandscapeString Theory LandscapeString Theory Landscape

Perhaps 10100 - 101000

different vacua
Perhaps 10100 - 101000

different vacua
Inflationary 

slow-roll valleys

Renata KalloshRenataRenata KalloshKallosh

Fields Institute, Toronto, May 9, 10,11 2005Fields Institute, Toronto, May 9, 10,11 2005

StanfordStanford

Towards String Cosmology.
Stabilization of moduli in string 

theory  I , II

Towards String Cosmology.Towards String Cosmology.
Stabilization of moduli in string Stabilization of moduli in string 

theory  I , IItheory  I , II

Metaphysics of the Vacuum
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Front-Form Vacuum in QED

!

• Light-Front Vacuum is trivial since all plus momenta are 
positive and conserved."

• All QED vacuum graphs vanish!
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Ward-Takahashi Identity for axial current

Pµ�5µ(k, P ) + 2im�5(k, P ) = S�1(k + P/2)i�5 + i�5S
�1(k � P/2)

S�1(`) = i� · `A(`2) + B(`2) m(`2) =
B(`2)
A(`2)

Pµ �5�
µ

=
2im�5

Pµ < 0|q̄�5�
µq|⇡ >= 2m < 0|q̄i�5q|⇡ >

Identify pion pole at P 2
= m2

⇡

f⇡m2
⇡ = �(mu + md)⇢⇡

plus non-pole
�5µ

�5



Revised Gell Mann-Oakes-Renner Formula in QCD

current algebra:  
effective pion field

!
QCD: composite  pion 

Bethe-Salpeter Eq.

vacuum condensate actually is an “in-hadron condensate”

Maris, Roberts, Tandy⇡� < 0|q̄�5q|⇡ >

m2
⇡ = � (mu + md)

f⇡
< 0|iq̄�5q|⇡ >

m2
⇡ = � (mu + md)

f2
⇡

< 0|q̄q|0 >
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�⇡(k;P ) = i�5E⇡(k, P ) + �5� · PF⇡(k;P )
+�5� · kG⇡(k;P )� �5�µ⌫kµP ⌫H⇡(k;P )

�⇡(k;P )

< 0|q̄�5q|⇡ >< 0|q̄�5�µq|⇡ >Allows both and

General Form  of  Bethe-Salpeter Wavefunction

⇡�
+

⇡�-

⇡�
P/2 + k

P/2� k

ū

d

-

-
Sz = 0, Lz = 0 Sz = �1, Lz = +1

LFWFs

Imaging dynamical chiral symmetry breaking: pion wave function on the light front 
Lei Chang, I.C. Cloet, J.J. Cobos-Martinez, C.D. Roberts, S.M. Schmidt, P.C. Tandy

http://inspirehep.net/author/Chang%2C%20Lei?recid=1209281&ln=en
http://inspirehep.net/author/Cloet%2C%20I.C.?recid=1209281&ln=en
http://inspirehep.net/author/Cobos-Martinez%2C%20J.J.?recid=1209281&ln=en
http://inspirehep.net/author/Roberts%2C%20C.D.?recid=1209281&ln=en
http://inspirehep.net/author/Schmidt%2C%20S.M.?recid=1209281&ln=en
http://inspirehep.net/author/Tandy%2C%20P.C.?recid=1209281&ln=en
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-

ū

⇡� d

+

-⇡� d

+
-

ū

< ⇡|�̄µq�5q|0 >

Lz = +1, Sz = �1

Lz = 0, Sz = 0

Running constituent mass at vertex

-

Couples to

Angular 
Momentum 

Conservation

⇠ f⇡

< ⇡|q̄�5q|0 > ⇠ ⇢⇡

Jz =
nX

i

Sz
i +

n�1X

i

Lz
i

Light-Front Pion Valence Wavefunctions
Sz

ū + Sz
d = +1/2� 1/2 = 0

Sz
ū + Sz

d = �1/2� 1/2 = �1

Couples to
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Is there empirical evidence for a gluon vacuum condensate?

Look for higher-twist correction to current propagator 

e+e� ! X, ⌧ decay, Q ¯Q phenomenology

�⇤ �⇤

X X
Shifman, Vainshtein, Zakharov

< 0|↵s

⇡
Gµ⌫(0)Gµ⌫(0)|0 >

Re+e�(s) = Nc

X

q

e2
q(1 +

↵s

⇡

⇤4
QCD

s2
+ · · · )

q

q̄
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Determinations of  the vacuum Gluon Condensate

1.22
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1.3

1.32

6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

m, GeV

M
(1)

(Q2)=0n

0.036

0.012

0

-0.012

-0.024

-0.036

n

0.024 GeV4G
2

a)

1.24

1.26

1.28

1.3

1.32

-0.03 -0.02 -0.01 0 0.01 0.02 0.03

m, GeV

G2 , GeV4

b)

Figure 4: a): MS mass found from experimental moments Mn(Q2
n) for different n and Q2

n

determined by the equation M̄ (1)
n (Q2

n) = 0 for different values of the gluon condensate. The
shaded area shows the experimental error for

〈

αs

π G2
〉

= 0, for nonzero condensates only the
central lines are shown. b): m̄(m̄2) in GeV vs

〈

αs

π G2
〉

in GeV4 determined from n = 10 and
Q2 = 0.98 × 4m̄2. The αs is taken at the scale (41).

other experiments. In particular, as boundary condition in the RG equation (12) we put:

αs(m
2
τ ) = 0.330 ± 0.025 , mτ = 1.777 GeV (40)

found from hadronic τ -decay analysis [19] at the τ -mass in agreement with other data [20].
Another question is the choice of the scale µ2, at which αs should be taken. Since the

higher order perturbative corrections are not known, the moments Mn(Q2) will depend on
this scale. In the massless limit the most natural choice is µ2 = Q2. On the other hand
for massive quarks and Q2 = 0 the scale is usually taken µ2 ∼ m2. So we choose the
interpolation formula:

µ2 = Q2 + m̄2 (41)

At this scale αs is smaller than at µ2 = m̄2 for the price of larger M̄ (2)
n according to (39).

(Notice, that in the Tables in the Appendix as well as in the Fig 2 the ratio M̄ (2)/M̄ (0) is
given at the scale µ2 = m̄2.) Sometimes we will vary the coefficient before m̄2 (41) to test
the dependence of the results on the scale.

The sum rules for low order moments Mn(Q2), n ≤ 3 cannot be used because of large
contribution of high excited states and continuum as well as large α2

s corrections (see the
Tables in Appendix), especially at Q2 = 0. As the Fig 3 demonstrates, at n ≥ 4 the αs

correction to the gluon condensate is large at Q2 = 0. The ⟨G3⟩ condensate contribution is
also large (see below), which demonstrates, that the operator product expansion is divergent
here. For these reasons we will avoid using the sum rules at small Q2.

As the Fig 2 shows, the first correction to the moments M̄ (1)
n (Q2) vanishes along the

diagonal line, approximately parametrized by the equation Q2/(4m̄2) = n/5−1. The second-
order correction M̄ (2) and the correction to the condensate contribution M̄ (G,1) are also

12

< 0|�s
⇥ G2|0 > [GeV4]

+0.009± 0.007 from charmonium sum rules
+0.006± 0.012 from � decay.

Ioffe, Zyablyuk

Geshkenbein, Ioffe, Zyablyuk

Davier et al.�0.005± 0.003 from � decay.

Consistent with zero  
vacuum condensate
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Effective Confinement potential from soft-wall AdS/QCD gives  Regge 
Spectroscopy plus higher-twist correction to current propagator 

e+e� ! X, ⌧ decay, Q ¯Q phenomenology

�⇤ �⇤

Re+e�(s) = Nc

X

q

e2
q(1 + O4

s2
+ · · · )

q

q̄

mimics dimension-four gluon condensate                                             in 

light-quark meson spectra

 ' 0.5 GeV

< 0|↵s

⇡
Gµ⌫(0)Gµ⌫(0)|0 >

M2 = 42(n + L + S/2)



QCD Problem Solved if quark and gluon condensates reside within hadrons, not vacuum!

�� = 0.76(expt)
(��)EW � 1056

(��)QCD � 1045

June 10, 2008 12:22 WSPC/Guidelines-MPLA 02770

Modern Physics Letters A
Vol. 23, Nos. 17–20 (2008) 1336–1345
c⃝ World Scientific Publishing Company

DARK ENERGY AND
THE COSMOLOGICAL CONSTANT PARADOX

A. ZEE

Department of Physics, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106, USA
Kavil Institute for Theoretical Physics, University of California,

Santa Barbara, CA 93106, USA
zee@kitp.ucsb.edu

I give a brief and idiosyncratic overview of the cosmological constant paradox.

1.

Gravity knows about everything, whatever its origin, luminous or dark, even the
energy contained in fluctuating quantum fields.

As is well known, this leads us to one of the gravest puzzles of theoretical
physics. Consider the Feynman diagram with the graviton coupling to a matter
field (for example an electron field) loop. If we claim to understand the physics
of the electron field up to an energy scale of M, then the graviton sees an energy
density given schematically by Λ ∼ M 4 + M2m2

elog( M
me

) + m4
elog( M

me
) + · · · . Just

about any reasonable choice of M leads to a humongous energy density!!! In fact,
even if the first two terms were to be mysteriously deleted, there is still an energy
density of order m4

e, that is, an energy density corresponding to one electron mass
in a volume the size of the Compton wavelength of the electron, filling all of space,
which is clearly unacceptable.

Apparently, this disastrous prediction of quantum field theory has nothing to
do with quantum gravity. Indeed, the quantum field theory we need for the matter
field is merely free field theory: we are just adding up zero point energy of harmonic
oscillators.

The cosmological constant paradox may be summarized as follows. In some
suitable units, the cosmological constant was expected to have the value ∼ 10123.
This was so huge that it was decreed to be equal to = 0 identically, while the
measured value turned out to be ∼ 1. I have argued elsewhere that the proton
decay rate might offer an instructive lesson here.

I am presuming that the observed dark energy is the fabled cosmological con-
stant. The evidence seems increasingly to favor this simplest of hypotheses. Even
if this were not the case, much of the paradox still remains.

I define Λ by writing the Einstein-Hilbert action as
∫

d4x
√

g( 1
GR+Λ). It is useful

1336

“One of the gravest puzzles of 
theoretical physics”

62

(⌦⇤)QCD /< 0|qq̄|0 >4

Proc.Nat.Acad.Sci. 108 (2011) 45-50 “Condensates in Quantum Chromodynamics and the Cosmological Constant”R. Shrock, sjb

C. Roberts, R. Shrock, P. Tandy, sjb “New Perspectives on the Quark Condensate”Phys.Rev. C82 (2010) 022201
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Quark and Gluon condensates reside 

within hadrons, not vacuum 

• Bound-State Dyson Schwinger Equations  

• AdS/QCD 

• Implications for cosmological constant --                      
Eliminates  45 orders of magnitude 
conflict
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PHYSICAL REVIEW C 82, 022201(R) (2010)

New perspectives on the quark condensate

Stanley J. Brodsky,1,2 Craig D. Roberts,3,4 Robert Shrock,5 and Peter C. Tandy6

1SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory, Stanford University, Stanford, California 94309, USA
2Centre for Particle Physics Phenomenology: CP3-Origins, University of Southern Denmark, Odense 5230 M, Denmark

3Physics Division, Argonne National Laboratory, Argonne, Illinois 60439, USA
4Department of Physics, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China

5C.N. Yang Institute for Theoretical Physics, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, New York 11794, USA
6Center for Nuclear Research, Department of Physics, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio 44242, USA
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We show that the chiral-limit vacuum quark condensate is qualitatively equivalent to the pseudoscalar meson
leptonic decay constant in the sense that they are both obtained as the chiral-limit value of well-defined gauge-
invariant hadron-to-vacuum transition amplitudes that possess a spectral representation in terms of the current-
quark mass. Thus, whereas it might sometimes be convenient to imagine otherwise, neither is essentially a constant
mass-scale that fills all spacetime. This means, in particular, that the quark condensate can be understood as a
property of hadrons themselves, which is expressed, for example, in their Bethe-Salpeter or light-front wave
functions.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevC.82.022201 PACS number(s): 11.30.Rd, 14.40.Be, 24.85.+p, 11.15.Tk

Nonzero vacuum expectation values of local operators,
i.e., condensates, are introduced as parameters in QCD sum
rules, which are used to estimate essentially nonperturbative
strong-interaction matrix elements. They are also basic to
current algebra analyses. It is widely held that such quark
and gluon condensates have a physical existence, which is
independent of the hadrons that express QCD’s asymptotically
realizable degrees-of-freedom; namely, that these condensates
are not merely mass-dimensioned parameters in a theoretical
truncation scheme, but in fact describe measurable spacetime-
independent configurations of QCD’s elementary degrees-of-
freedom in a hadronless ground state.

We share the view that these condensates are fundamental
dynamically-generated mass-scales in QCD. However, we
shall argue that their measurable impact is entirely expressed
in the properties of QCD’s asymptotically realizable states;
namely hadrons. In taking this position we have assumed
confinement, from which follows quark-hadron duality and
hence that all observable consequences of QCD can, in
principle, be computed using a hadronic basis. Here, the term
“hadron” means any one of the states or resonances in the
complete spectrum of color-singlet bound states generated by
the theory.

We focus herein on ⟨0|q̄q|0⟩, where |0⟩ is viewed as
some hadronless ground state of QCD. This is the vacuum
quark condensate. Its nonzero value is usually held to signal
dynamical chiral symmetry breaking (DCSB), a concept
of critical importance in QCD, whose connection with the
dressed-quark propagator was anticipated [1–5] (see also
references therein). As reviewed elsewhere (most recently,
e.g., Refs. [6–8]), DCSB is a remarkably efficient mass-
generating mechanism, the origin of constituent-quark masses
and intimately connected with confinement. It is also the basis
for the successful application of chiral-effective field theories
(see, e.g., Refs. [9,10] for contemporary perspectives). On the
face of it, this seems far more than can be understood simply
in terms of a nonzero vacuum expectation value ⟨0|q̄q|0⟩.

The notion that nonzero vacuum condensates exist and
possess a measurable reality has long been recognized as
posing a conundrum for the light-front formulation of QCD.
This formulation follows from Dirac’s front form of relativistic
dynamics [11], and is widely and efficaciously employed
in perturbative and nonperturbative QCD [12,13]. In the
light-front formulation, the ground state is a structureless Fock
space vacuum, in which case it would seem to follow that
DCSB is impossible. In response, it was argued by Casher
and Susskind [14] that, in the light-front framework, DCSB
must be a property of hadron wave functions, not of the
vacuum. This thesis has also been explored in a series of recent
articles [15–17].

A nonzero spacetime-independent QCD vacuum conden-
sate also poses a critical dilemma for gravitational interactions
because it would lead to a cosmological constant some
45 orders of magnitude larger than observation. As noted
elsewhere [15], this conflict is avoided if strong interaction
condensates are properties of rigorously well-defined wave
functions of the hadrons, rather than the hadronless ground
state of QCD.

Given the importance of DCSB and the longstanding
puzzles described above, we will focus our attention on
the vacuum quark condensate. The essential issues become
particularly clear in the context of the Gell-Mann–Oakes–
Renner relation [18,19], which is usually understood as the
statement

f 2
π m2

π = −
(
mu

ζ + md
ζ

)
⟨q̄q⟩0

ζ , (1)

wherein mπ is the pion’s mass; fπ is its leptonic decay
constant; m

q
ζ , with q = u, d, is the current-quark mass at a

renormalization scale ζ ; and ⟨q̄q⟩0
ζ is the chiral-limit vacuum

quark condensate, with a precise definition of the chiral limit
given below in Eqs. (8), (9). In arriving at Eq. (1) using
standard methods, one makes truncations; namely, soft-pion
techniques [20] have been used to relate an in-pion matrix
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• Same phenomenological predictions 

• Higgs field has three components 

• Real part creates Higgs particle  

• Imaginary part (Goldstone) become longitudinal 
components of  W,  Z 

• Higgs VEV of instant form becomes k+=0 LF zero mode!#

• Analogous to a background static classical Zeeman 
or Stark Fields 

• Zero  contribution to Tμμ ; zero coupling to gravity

Standard Model on the Light-Front 

P. Srivastava, sjb



Light-front formulation of the standard model
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Light-front !LF" quantization in the light-cone !LC" gauge is used to construct a renormalizable theory of the
standard model. The framework derived earlier for QCD is extended to the Glashow-Weinberg-Salam !GWS"
model of electroweak interaction theory. The Lorentz condition is automatically satisfied in LF-quantized QCD
in the LC gauge for the free massless gauge field. In the GWS model, with the spontaneous symmetry breaking
present, we find that the ’t Hooft condition accompanies the LC gauge condition corresponding to the massive
vector boson. The two transverse polarization vectors for the massive vector boson may be chosen to be the
same as found in QCD. The nontransverse and linearly independent third polarization vector is found to be
parallel to the gauge direction. The corresponding sum over polarizations in the standard model, indicated by
K#$(k), has several simplifying properties similar to the polarization sum D#$(k) in QCD. The framework is
unitary and ghost free !except for the ghosts at k!"0 associated with the light-cone gauge prescription". The
massive gauge field propagator has well-behaved asymptotic behavior. The interaction Hamiltonian of elec-
troweak theory can be expressed in a form resembling that of covariant theory, plus additional instantaneous
interactions which can be treated systematically. The LF formulation also provides a transparent discussion of
the Goldstone boson !or electroweak" equivalence theorem, as the illustrations show.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevD.66.045019 PACS number!s": 11.10.Gh, 12.10.Dm, 12.38.Lg

I. INTRODUCTION

The quantization of relativistic field theory at fixed light-
front time %"(t#z/c)/!2, which was proposed by Dirac
&1', has found important applications &2–5' in gauge field
theory, string theory &6', and M theory &7', and it has become
a useful alternative tool for the analysis of nonperturbative
problems in quantum chromodynamics &8'. Light-front quan-
tization has been employed in the non-Abelian bosonization
&9' of the field theory of N free Majorana fermions. The
!non-perturbative" degenerate vacuum structures, the
(-vacua in the Schwinger model and their absence in the
chiral Schwinger model, were shown &10,11' to follow trans-
parently in the front form theory, along with the natural
emergence in the former case of their continuum normaliza-
tion. Also the requirement of the microcausality &12' implies
that the LF framework is more appropriate for quantizing
&13' the self-dual !chiral boson" scalar field.
LF quantization is especially useful for quantum chromo-

dynamics, since it provides a rigorous extension of many-
body quantum mechanics to relativistic bound states: the
quark, and gluon momenta and spin correlations of a hadron
become encoded in the form of universal process-
independent, Lorentz-invariant wave functions &2'. The LF
quantization of QCD in its Hamiltonian form thus provides
an alternative to lattice gauge theory for the computation of
nonperturbative quantities such as the spectrum as well as

the LF Fock state wave functions of relativistic bound states
&3'.
We have recently presented a systematic study &14' of

light-cone !LC" gauge LF-quantized QCD theory following
the Dirac method &15,16' and constructed the Dyson-Wick
S-matrix expansion based on LF-time-ordered products. In
our analysis &14' one imposes the light-cone gauge condition
as a linear constraint using a Lagrange multiplier, rather than
a quadratic form. We then find that the LF-quantized free
gauge theory simultaneously satisfies the covariant gauge
condition )•A"0 as an operator condition as well as the LC
gauge condition. The resulting Feynman rule for the gauge
field propagator in the LC gauge is doubly transverse

*0!T„Aa
#!x "Ab

$!0 "…!0+"
i,ab

!2-"4" d4ke#ik•x D#$!k "

k2!i.
!1"

where

D#$!k ""#g#$!
n#k$!n$k#

!n•k "
#

k2

!n•k "2
n#n$ ,

n#D#$"k#D#$"0,

and n# is the null four-vector, gauge direction. Thus only
physical degrees of freedom propagate.
The remarkable properties of !the projector" D$# provide

much simplification in the computations of loop amplitudes.
In the case of tree graphs, the term proportional to n#n$
cancels against the instantaneous gluon exchange term. In
our previous paper &14', we showed how the double-pole

*Deceased.
†Email address: sjbth@slac.stanford.edu

PHYSICAL REVIEW D 66, 045019 !2002"

0556-2821/2002/66!4"/045019!19"/$20.00 ©2002 The American Physical Society66 045019-1



Abelian  U(1) LF Model with Spontaneous Symmetry Breaking 

Thus a c-number in LF replaces conventional Higgs VEV

No coupling to gravity!

P. Srivastava, sjb

Constraint equation:

R
d

2
x?dx

�⇥
@?@?�� �V

��†

⇤
= 0



Two Definitions of Vacuum State

Instant Form: Lowest Energy Eigenstate of Instant-
Form Hamiltonian

Front Form: Lowest Invariant Mass Eigenstate of Light-Front 
Hamiltonian

Frame-independent eigenstate at fixed LF time τ = t+z/c #
within  causal horizon

Eigenstate defined at one time t over all space; #
Acausal! Frame-Dependent

Frame-independent description of the causal physical universe!



� = t + z/c

We view the universe   
as light reaches us 
along the light-front   
at fixed 

Front Form Vacuum Describes the Empty, Causal Universe 
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Light-Front vacuum can simulate empty universe

• Independent of observer frame 

• Causal 

• Lowest invariant mass state M= 0. 

• Trivial up to k+=0 zero modes-- already normal-ordering 

• Higgs theory consistent with trivial LF vacuum (Srivastava, 
sjb) 

• QCD and AdS/QCD: “In-hadron”condensates (Maris, Tandy 
Roberts)  -- GMOR satisfied. 

• QED vacuum; no loops 

• Zero cosmological constant from QED, QCD

Shrock, Tandy, Roberts, sjb
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DARK ENERGY AND
THE COSMOLOGICAL CONSTANT PARADOX
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I give a brief and idiosyncratic overview of the cosmological constant paradox.

1.

Gravity knows about everything, whatever its origin, luminous or dark, even the
energy contained in fluctuating quantum fields.

As is well known, this leads us to one of the gravest puzzles of theoretical
physics. Consider the Feynman diagram with the graviton coupling to a matter
field (for example an electron field) loop. If we claim to understand the physics
of the electron field up to an energy scale of M, then the graviton sees an energy
density given schematically by Λ ∼ M 4 + M2m2

elog( M
me

) + m4
elog( M

me
) + · · · . Just

about any reasonable choice of M leads to a humongous energy density!!! In fact,
even if the first two terms were to be mysteriously deleted, there is still an energy
density of order m4

e, that is, an energy density corresponding to one electron mass
in a volume the size of the Compton wavelength of the electron, filling all of space,
which is clearly unacceptable.

Apparently, this disastrous prediction of quantum field theory has nothing to
do with quantum gravity. Indeed, the quantum field theory we need for the matter
field is merely free field theory: we are just adding up zero point energy of harmonic
oscillators.

The cosmological constant paradox may be summarized as follows. In some
suitable units, the cosmological constant was expected to have the value ∼ 10123.
This was so huge that it was decreed to be equal to = 0 identically, while the
measured value turned out to be ∼ 1. I have argued elsewhere that the proton
decay rate might offer an instructive lesson here.

I am presuming that the observed dark energy is the fabled cosmological con-
stant. The evidence seems increasingly to favor this simplest of hypotheses. Even
if this were not the case, much of the paradox still remains.

I define Λ by writing the Einstein-Hilbert action as
∫

d4x
√

g( 1
GR+Λ). It is useful

1336

“One of the gravest puzzles of 
theoretical physics”

!
Elements of the solution: 

(A) Light-Front Quantization: causal, frame-independent vacuum 
(B) New understanding of QCD “Condensates” 

(C) Higgs Light-Front Zero Mode 

!

Extraordinary conflict between the conventional definition of the vacuum in #
quantum field theory and cosmology
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Off -Shell  T-Matrix

•Quarks and Gluons Off-Shell 

•LFPth:  Minimal Time-Ordering Diagrams-Only positive k+ 

• Jz Conservation at every vertex  

•  Frame-Independent 

•Cluster Decomposition 

•“History”-Numerator structure universal 

•Renormalization- alternate denominators 

•LFWF takes Off-shell to On-shell 

• Tested in QED: g-2 to three loops
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Event amplitude generator

Roskies, Suaya, sjb

Chueng Ji, sjb
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5 Confinement Interaction and Higher Fock States
[S. J. Brodsky and GdT (in progress)]

• Is the AdS/QCD confinement interaction responsible for quark pair creation?

• Only interaction in AdS/QCD is the confinement potential

• In QFT the resulting LF interaction is a 4-point effective interaction wich leads to qq ⇥ qq, q ⇥ qqq,

qq ⇥ qq and q ⇥ qqq

• Create Fock states with extra quark-antiquark pairs.

• No mixing with qqg Fock states (no dynamical gluons)

• Explain the dominance of quark interchange in large angle elastic scattering

[C. White et al. Phys. Rev D 49, 58 (1994)

• Effective confining potential can be considered as an instantaneous four-point interaction in LF time,

similar to the instantaneous gluon exchange in LC gauge A+ = 0. For example

P�confinement ⇤ ⇥4
�

dx�d2�x⇥
⇤�+T a⇤

P+

1
(⇧/⇧⇥)4

⇤�+T a⇤

P+

LC 2011 2011, Dallas, May 23, 2011 Page 23



Applications to Collider Physics
• Non-Perturbative Structure Functions 

• Fundamental understanding of angular momentum 

• Higher Fock States: Intrinsic Heavy Quarks 

• Higgs at High xF 

• Hadronization at the Amplitude Level 

• Direct Higher-Twist Processes: Violation of leading twist scaling 

• Collisions of Flux-Tubes: Ridge effect in p-p scattering 

• Multiparton amplitudes: Cluster decomposition, Jz conservation, Parke-
Taylor 

• Multi-gluon initiated processes: Novel nuclear effects 

• Non-Universal Anti-shadowing 

• Hadronization from first principles -- at  the Amplitude Level 

• Principle of Maximum Conformality 
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Features of  AdS/QCD LF Holography

• Based on Conformal Scaling of Infrared QCD Fixed Point 

• Conformal template: Use isometries of AdS5 

• Interpolating operator of hadrons based on twist, superfield dimensions 

• Finite Nc = 3: Baryons built on 3 quarks -- Large Nc limit not required 

• Break Conformal symmetry with dilaton 

• Dilaton introduces confinement -- positive exponent for spacelike 
observables 

• Origin of Linear and HO potentials: Stochastic arguments (Travinski, 
Glazek); General  ‘classical’ potential  for Dirac Equation (Hoyer) 

• Effective Charge from AdS/QCD at all scales 

• Conformal Dimensional Counting Rules for Hard Exclusive Processes 

• Use CRF (LF Constituent Rest Frame) to reconstruct 3D Image of 
Hadrons (Glazek, de Teramond, sjb)
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Advantages of the Front Form

• Light-Front Time-Ordered Perturbation Theory:  Elegant, 
Physical 

• Frame-Independent 

• Few LF Time-Ordered Diagrams (not n!) -- all k+ must be positive 

• Jz conserved at each vertex 

• Cluster Decomposition -- only proof for relativistic theory 

• Automatically normal-ordered; LF Vacuum trivial up to zero 
modes 

• Renormalization: Alternate Denominator Subtractions: Tested to 
three loops in QED 

• Reproduces Parke-Taylor Rules and Amplitudes  (Stasto-Cruz) 

• Hadronization at the Amplitude Level with Confinement
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Use AdS/CFT orthonormal Light Front Wavefunctions 
as a basis for diagonalizing the QCD LF Hamiltonian

• Good initial approximation	


• Better than plane wave basis	


• DLCQ discretization -- highly successful 1+1	


• Use independent HO LFWFs, remove CM 
motion	


• Similar to Shell Model calculations	


• Hamiltonian light-front field theory within an AdS/QCD basis.  
J.P. Vary, H. Honkanen, Jun Li, P. Maris, A. Harindranath,                                             

G.F. de Teramond, P. Sternberg, X. Zhao, E.G. Ng, C. Yang,sjb

Basis LF Quantization

http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Vary%2C%20J%2EP%2E%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Honkanen%2C%20H%2E%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Li%2C%20Jun%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Maris%2C%20P%2E%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Harindranath%2C%20A%2E%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22de%20Teramond%2C%20G%2EF%2E%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Sternberg%2C%20P%2E%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Ng%2C%20E%2EG%2E%22
http://www.slac.stanford.edu/spires/find/wwwhepau/wwwscan?rawcmd=fin+%22Yang%2C%20C%2E%22


Basis functions

HO basis for transverse momentum states:

Φn,m(p⊥) = Φn,m(ρ, φ) =
√

2π
1

b

s

2n!

(|m| + n)!
eimφρ|m|e−ρ2/2L|m|

n (ρ2),

with

ρ =
|p⊥|

b
, b =

p

M0Ω

Discretize longitudinal momentum:

ψk(x−) =
1

√
2L

ei π

L
k x−

,

k =

8

>

>

<

>

>

:

k = 1, 2, 3, . . . (periodic boundary condition for bosons),

k = 1
2 , 3

2 , . . . (antiperiodic boundary condition for fermions)

Full 3-D:

Ψk,n,m(x−, ρ, φ) = ψk(x−)Φn,m(ρ, φ). (1)

2-D harmonic trap with the basis function scale

Heli Honkanen Light Cone 2010 5

Electron in a transverse harmonic cavity

Authors:

Heli Honkanen, Jun Li, Pieter Maris, James Vary (Iowa State University)

Stan Brodsky (SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory, Stanford University)

Avaroth Harindranath (Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, 1/AF, Bidhannagar,

Kolkata, India)

Guy de Teramond (Universidad de Costa Rica, San José, Costa Rica)

Heli Honkanen Light Cone 2010 1
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QCD Myths
• Anti-Shadowing is Universal 

• ISI and FSI are higher twist effects and universal 

• High transverse momentum hadrons arise only from 
jet fragmentation  -- baryon anomaly! 

• heavy quarks only from gluon splitting 

• renormalization scale cannot be fixed 

• QCD condensates are vacuum effects 

• Infrared Slavery 

• Nuclei are composites of nucleons only 

• Real part of DVCS arbitrary



Principle of Maximum Conformality (PMC)
• Sets pQCD renormalization scale correctly at every finite order 

• Predictions are scheme-independent 

• Satisfies all principles of the renormalization group 

• Agrees with Gell Mann-Low procedure for pQED in Abelian limit 

• Shifts all β terms into αs,  leaving conformal series 

• Automatic procedure: Rδ scheme 

• Number of flavors nf set 

• Eliminates n! renormalon growth 

• Choice of initial scale irrelevant 

• Eliminates unnecessary systematic error -- conventional guess is scheme-
dependent, disagrees with QED 

• Reduces disagreement with pQCD  for top/anti-top asymmetry at Tevatron 
from 3σ to 1σ  

Xing-Gang Wu, Matin Mojaza  
Leonardo  di Giustino, SJB
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Figure 7: (left) p/π and p̄/π ratio as a function of pT and centrality from Au+Au collisions at
√
sNN = 200

GeV [45]. Open (filled) points are for π± (π0), respectively. (right) Invariant yield of p and p̄, from the

same data, as a function of centrality scaled by the number of binary-collisions (Ncoll)

there is direct and unbiased access to one of the interacting constituents, the photon, which can be

measured to high precision, and production is predominantly via a single subprocess [50]:

g+q→ γ+q , (4.3)

with q+ q̄→ γ + g contributing on the order of 10%. However, the measurement is difficult ex-

perimentally due to the huge background of photons from π0 → γ+ γ and η → γ+ γ decays. This

background can be calculated using Eq. 3.4 and can be further reduced by ‘tagging’—eliminating

direct-photon candidates which reconstruct to the invariant mass of a π0 when combined with

other photons in the detector, and/or by an isolation cut—e.g. requirement of less than 10% ad-

ditional energy within a cone of radius Δr =
√

(Δη)2+(Δφ)2 = 0.5 around the candidate photon

direction—since the direct photons emerge from the constituent reaction with no associated frag-

ments.

The exquisite segmentation of the PHENIX Electromagnetic calorimeter (Δη×Δφ ∼ 0.01×
0.01) required in order to operate in the high multiplicity environment of RHI collisions also pro-

vides excellent γ and π0 separation out to pT ∼ 25 GeV/c. This will be useful in making spin-

asymmetry measurements of direct photons in polarized p-p collisions for determination of the

gluon spin structure function [51], but, in the meanwhile, has provided a new direct photon mea-

surement in p-p collisions which clarifies a longstanding puzzle between theory and experiment in

this difficult measurement. In Fig. 8-(left) the new measurement of the direct photon cross sec-

tion in p-p collisions at
√
s = 200 GeV from PHENIX [52] is shown compared to a NLO pQCD

calculation, with excellent agreement for pT > 3 GeV/c. This data has resolved a longstanding

discrepancy in extracting the gluon structure function from previous direct photon data [53, 54]

(see Fig. 8-(right)) by its agreement with ISR data and the theory at low xT .

4.3 xT -scaling in direct photon, jet and identified proton production in p-p collisions

The new direct photon measurement also shows nice xT scaling with previous measurements

(Fig. 9-(left)) with a value n(xT ,
√
s) = 5.0. This is closer to the asymptotic value of n(xT ,

√
s) = 4
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Figure 7: (left) p/π and p̄/π ratio as a function of pT and centrality from Au+Au collisions at
√
sNN = 200

GeV [45]. Open (filled) points are for π± (π0), respectively. (right) Invariant yield of p and p̄, from the

same data, as a function of centrality scaled by the number of binary-collisions (Ncoll)

there is direct and unbiased access to one of the interacting constituents, the photon, which can be

measured to high precision, and production is predominantly via a single subprocess [50]:

g+q→ γ+q , (4.3)

with q+ q̄→ γ + g contributing on the order of 10%. However, the measurement is difficult ex-

perimentally due to the huge background of photons from π0 → γ+ γ and η → γ+ γ decays. This

background can be calculated using Eq. 3.4 and can be further reduced by ‘tagging’—eliminating

direct-photon candidates which reconstruct to the invariant mass of a π0 when combined with

other photons in the detector, and/or by an isolation cut—e.g. requirement of less than 10% ad-

ditional energy within a cone of radius Δr =
√

(Δη)2+(Δφ)2 = 0.5 around the candidate photon

direction—since the direct photons emerge from the constituent reaction with no associated frag-

ments.

The exquisite segmentation of the PHENIX Electromagnetic calorimeter (Δη×Δφ ∼ 0.01×
0.01) required in order to operate in the high multiplicity environment of RHI collisions also pro-

vides excellent γ and π0 separation out to pT ∼ 25 GeV/c. This will be useful in making spin-

asymmetry measurements of direct photons in polarized p-p collisions for determination of the

gluon spin structure function [51], but, in the meanwhile, has provided a new direct photon mea-

surement in p-p collisions which clarifies a longstanding puzzle between theory and experiment in

this difficult measurement. In Fig. 8-(left) the new measurement of the direct photon cross sec-

tion in p-p collisions at
√
s = 200 GeV from PHENIX [52] is shown compared to a NLO pQCD

calculation, with excellent agreement for pT > 3 GeV/c. This data has resolved a longstanding

discrepancy in extracting the gluon structure function from previous direct photon data [53, 54]

(see Fig. 8-(right)) by its agreement with ISR data and the theory at low xT .

4.3 xT -scaling in direct photon, jet and identified proton production in p-p collisions

The new direct photon measurement also shows nice xT scaling with previous measurements

(Fig. 9-(left)) with a value n(xT ,
√
s) = 5.0. This is closer to the asymptotic value of n(xT ,

√
s) = 4
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Peripheral  

Central  

!
Protons less absorbed  #

in nuclear collisions than pions #
because of  dominant #

color transparent higher twist process

Tannenbaum:  
Baryon Anomaly: 

Arleo,Hwang, Sickles, sjb



Crucial Test of Leading -Twist QCD: 
Scaling at fixed xT

Parton model:    neff  = 4 
!

As fundamental as Bjorken scaling  in DIS

scaling law: neff  =  2 nactive - 4

xT =
2pT�

s

Bjorken, Kogut, Soper; Blankenbecler, Gunion, sjb;  
Blankenbecler, Schmidt

E
d�

d3p
(pp! HX) =

F (xT , ✓cm)
pneff

T



Dimensional analysis

Scattering amplitude 1 2 · · · → . . . n has dimension

M ∼ [length]n−4

Consequence

In a conformal theory (no intrinsic scale), scaling of inclusive particle
production

E
dσ

d3p
(A B → C X ) ∼

∣

∣M
∣

∣

2

s2
=

F (x
⊥
,ϑcm)

p2nactive−4
⊥

where nactive is the number of fields participating to the hard process

x
⊥

= 2p
⊥
/
√

s and ϑcm: ratios of invariants

Francois Arleo (LAPTH) Higher-twist in hadron production Moriond QCD 2010 3 / 15

nactive = 4! neff = 4
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Figure 9: (left) xT scaling [52] of direct photon data in p-p and p-p̄ collisions. The quantity plotted is

(
√
s)n×Ed3σ/dp3(xT ) with n = 5.0. (right) xT scaling of jet cross sections measured in p-p̄ collisions by

CDF and D0 [55]. The quantity plotted is the ratio of p4T times the invariant cross section as a function of

xT for
√
s= 630 and 1800 GeV. Note that the theory curves are plotted in the same way in order to avoid as

much as possible uncertainties from the various parton distribution functions used.

of approximately 15 GeV/fm3. The theory curve appears to show a reduction in suppression with

increasing pT , while, as noted above, the data appear to be flat to within the errors, which clearly

could still be improved.

It is unreasonable to believe that the properties of the medium have been determined by a

theorist’s line through the data which constrains a few parameters of a model. The model and

the properties of the medium must be able to be verified by more detailed and differential mea-

surements. All models of medium induced energy loss [60] predict a characteristic dependence of

the average energy loss on the length of the medium traversed. This is folded into the theoretical

calculations with added complications that the medium expands during the time of the collision,

etc [61]. In an attempt to separate the effects of the density of the medium and the path length

traversed, PHENIX [33, 62] has studied the dependence of the π0 yield as a function of the an-

gle (Δφ ) to the reaction plane in Au+Au collisions (see Fig. 12). For a given centrality, variation

of Δφ gives a variation of the path-length traversed for fixed initial conditions, while varying the

centrality allows the initial conditions to vary. Clearly these data reveal much more activity than

the reaction-plane-integrated RAA (Fig. 11) and merit further study by both experimentalists and

theorists.

The point-like scaling of direct photon production in Au+Au collisions indicated by the ab-

13
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a given
√
s fall below the asymptote at successively lower values of xT with increasing

√
s, cor-

responding to the transition region from hard to soft physics in the pT region of about 2 GeV/c.

Although xT -scaling provides a rather general test of the validity QCD without reference to details,

the agreement of the PHENIX measurement of the invariant cross section for π0 production in p-p

collisions at
√
s= 200 GeV [30] with NLO pQCD predictions over the range 2.0≤ pT ≤ 15 GeV/c

(Fig. 4) is, nevertheless, impressive.
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Figure 4: (left) PHENIX [30] π0 invariant cross section at mid-rapidity from p-p collisions at
√
s= 200GeV,

together with NLO pQCD predictions fromVogelsang [31, 32]. a) The invariant differential cross section for

inclusive π◦ production (points) and the results from NLO pQCD calculations with equal renormalization

and factorization scales of pT using the “Kniehl-Kramer-Pötter” (solid line) and “Kretzer” (dashed line) sets

of fragmentation functions. b) The relative statistical (points) and point-to-point systematic (band) errors.

c,d) The relative difference between the data and the theory using KKP (c) and Kretzer (d) fragmentation

functions with scales of pT /2 (lower curve), pT , and 2pT (upper curve). In all figures, the normalization

error of 9.6% is not shown. (right) e) p-p data from a) multiplied by the nuclear thickness function, TAA,

for Au+Au central (0-10%) collisions plotted on a log-log scale (open circles) together with the measured

semi-inclusive π0 invariant yield in Au+Au central collisions at
√
sNN = 200 GeV [33]

3.1 The importance of the power law

A log-log plot of the π0 spectrum from Fig. 4a in p-p collisions, shown in Fig. 4e along with

corresponding data from Au+Au collisions [33], illustrates that the inclusive single particle hard-

scattering cross section is a pure power law for pT ≥ 3 GeV/c. The invariant cross section for π0

production can be fit to the form

Ed3σ/dp3 ∝ p−nT (3.3)

7
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FIG. 3: Protons produced in AuAu collisions at RHIC do not exhibit clear scaling properties in the

available pT range. Shown are data for central (0 − 5%) and for peripheral (60 − 90%) collisions.

law Ed3σ/d3p(pp → π+X) ∝ p−8.2
T giving nactive = 6 may indicate a quark-quark scattering

process which produces in addition to the incoming quarks a qq̄ pair, which becomes the

observed pion with high transverse momentum. This process has been analyzed within the

Constituent Interchange Model (CIM) [1], where an incoming qq̄ pair collides with a quark

by interchanging a quark and antiquark. The CIM is motivated by the inclusive to exclusive

transition mentioned above and is in good agreement with the Chicago-Princeton (CP) data

[15]. The model even can reproduce the absolute normalization of the inclusive cross section.

Obviously, the production mechanism for high pT hadrons changes from
√

s = 20 GeV to
√

s = 200 GeV. For constituent interchange longitudinal momenta of O(1 GeV) can still be

accommodated in the wave function of the proton. When the relevant longitudinal momenta

are about O(10 GeV) at higher energies, interchange is no longer possible which the different

reaction mechanisms with increasing energy.

Moreover, for proton production the pT dependence at Chicago-Princeton energies is

also explained by CIM. A value of n = 12 is a strong indication that higher twists from

wave function effects dominate high pT hadron production around
√

s = 20 GeV. Here the

produced proton is the result of proton scattering on a quark. If protons and pions were

both produced by fragmentation as in the Feynman-Field-Fox parton model, it is hard to

understand how a dimensionless fragmentation function could change n from 8 for pions to

12 for protons.
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pT ≥ 7 GeV/c (Fig. 3a). A fit to the new data [9] for 7.5 ≤ pT ≤ 14.0 GeV/c, 53.1 ≤
√
s ≤ 62.4

GeV gave Ed3σ/dp3 ≃ p−5.1±0.4T (1− xT )12.1±0.6, (including all systematic errors).

The effective index neff(xT ,
√
s) was also extracted point-by-point from the data as shown in

Fig. 3b where the CCOR data of Fig. 3a for the 3 values of
√
s are plotted vs xT on a log-log scale.

neff(xT ,
√
s) is determined for any 2 values of

√
s by taking the ratio as a function of xT as shown

in Fig. 3c. neff(xT ,
√
s) clearly varies with both

√
s and xT , it is not a constant. For

√
s = 53.1

and 62.4 GeV, neff(xT ,
√
s) varies from ∼ 8 at low xT to ∼ 5 at high xT . An important feature

of the scaling analysis (Eq. 1.2) relevant to determining neff(xT ,
√
s) is that the absolute pT scale

uncertainty cancels!
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The effect of the absoulte scale uncertainty, which is the main systematic error in these exper-

iments, can be gauged from Fig. 4-(left)-(top) [11] which shows the π0 cross sections from several

experiments. The absolute cross sections disagree by factors of ∼ 3 for different experiments but
the values of neff(xT ,

√
s) for the CCOR [9] (Fig. 3-(right)-(bottom)) and ABCS [11] experiment

(Fig. 4-(left)-(bottom)) are in excellent agreement due to the cancellation of the error in the ab-

solute pT scale. The xT scaling of the PHENIX p-p π
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s) ≈ 6.38 is shown in Fig. 4-(right). The log-log plot emphasizes the pure

5

M. J.  
Tannenbaum 

!
PHENIX   

62.4 and 200 
GeV data

⇥
s

n
E

d⇥

d3p
(pp� �0X) at fixed xT =

2pT⇥
s



!
Light-Front QCD III  Stan Brodsky

M a y  2 6 - 3 0 ,  2 0 1 4

Home International Light Cone Advisory Committee NC State Physics Jefferson Lab NC State College of Sciences

N a v i g a t i o n

Final Circular
Program
Registration
Accommodations
Travel
Poster
Participants
Scientific Advisory
Comm

Meeting Email: 
LightCone2014 'at' ncsu.edu
For questions and further
information about the
meeting.

N e w s  &  U p d a t e s

R a l e i g h ,  N C

Things to do in Raleigh
Visit Raleigh
Downtown Raleigh
Visit the NC Triangle

R a l e i g h ,  N C ,  U S A

W e l c o m e  t o  L i g h t  C o n e  2 0 1 4

We invite you to participate in the

forthcoming Light Cone 2014 (LC2014)

meeting, to be held in Raleigh, North Carolina,

during May 26-30, 2014.

In anticipation of opportunities afforded by new facilities such
as the 12 GeV upgrade of Jefferson Lab, the FAIR facility at GSI,
J-PARC, and other facilities around the globe, we plan to
organize a timely scientific program to make a representative
impact on the forefront research development of nuclear,
hadron and particle physics. A main focus of the meeting will be
the interface between theory and experiment in hadron physics.
We encourage many young physicists to join and actively discuss
with the world experts participating in this meeting.

L o c a l  O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e

Chueng Ji - NCSU Workshop Chair

Wally Melnitchouk - JLab
Haiyan Gao - Duke University
Dean Lee - NCSU
Thomas Schäfer - NCSU
Mithat Ünsal - NCSU
John Blondin - NCSU
Leslie Cochran and Rhonda Bennett - Administrative Support

M e e t i n g  S p o n s o r s

NC State Department of Physics
NC State College of Sciences
Jefferson Lab

contact | Department of Physics | College of Sciences | North Carolina State University

September 21 2013

LC2014 Registration
opens October 1, 2013.

May 21 2013

LC2014-Raleigh was
formally approved at the
ILCAC Meeting in

!
Crete June11, 2014

p

u u

d

Baryon can be made directly within hard subprocess

nactive =  6

g g

Oberwölz

⌃p(x1, x2, x3) ⇤ �2
QCD

�(Q2) ⇥ 4⌅
⇥0

1
logQ2/�2

QCD

E d⇧
d3p

(pp� pX) = F (xT ,⇤CM)
p8
T

E d⇧
d3p

(pN � ⌅X) = F (xT ,⇤CM)

pneff
T

E d⇧
d3p

(pN � pX) = F (xT ,⇤CM)
p2N
T

Collision can produce 3 
collinear quarks 

Coalescence 
within hard 
subprocess

Bjorken 
Blankenbecler, Gunion, sjb 

Berger, sjb  
Hoyer, et al: Semi-Exclusive

neff = 8

neff = 2nactive -  4

uu� pd̄

qq � Bq̄

gu� ⇥+d

� ⇥ Q2

m2

d⇤
dxF

(pA� J/⌅X)

d⇤
dxF

(⇥A� J/⌅X)

uu� pd̄

qq � Bq̄

gu� ⇥+d

� ⇥ Q2

m2

d⇤
dxF

(pA� J/⌅X)

d⇤
dxF

(⇥A� J/⌅X)

Small color-singlet 
Color Transparent 

Minimal same-side energy

d

Sickles; sjb

Explains 
Baryon 

anomaly



Scaling violations
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Smaller exponent in the photon sector: nγ ≃ nh − 1
lesser scaling violations due to (almost) no fragmentation component

Almost no difference between hadron species
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Results
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Significant increase of the hadron nexp with x
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nexp ≃ 8 at large x
⊥

Huge contrast with photons and jets !
nexp constant and slight above 4 at all x

⊥

Francois Arleo (LAPTH) Higher-twist in hadron production Moriond QCD 2010 7 / 15
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xT scaling"
Hadrons do not!
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RHIC/LHC predictions

PHENIX results

Scaling exponents from
√

s = 500 GeV preliminary data
[ A. Bezilevsky, APS Meeting ]

Magnitude of ∆ and its x
⊥
-dependence consistent with predictions

Francois Arleo (LAPTH) Higher-twist in hadron production Moriond QCD 2010 11 / 15
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Direct Subprocesses

• Explains Drell Yan polarization at high xF"

• Hadrons produced without jet hadronization "

• Explains power-laws at fixed xT"

• Energy efficient; minimal x1,x2; large rate"

• Color Transparent; Explains Baryon-Anomaly in Heavy-
Ion collisions; change of power with centrality; depletion 
of same-side yield
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Figure 7: (left) p/π and p̄/π ratio as a function of pT and centrality from Au+Au collisions at
√
sNN = 200

GeV [45]. Open (filled) points are for π± (π0), respectively. (right) Invariant yield of p and p̄, from the

same data, as a function of centrality scaled by the number of binary-collisions (Ncoll)

there is direct and unbiased access to one of the interacting constituents, the photon, which can be

measured to high precision, and production is predominantly via a single subprocess [50]:

g+q→ γ+q , (4.3)

with q+ q̄→ γ + g contributing on the order of 10%. However, the measurement is difficult ex-

perimentally due to the huge background of photons from π0 → γ+ γ and η → γ+ γ decays. This

background can be calculated using Eq. 3.4 and can be further reduced by ‘tagging’—eliminating

direct-photon candidates which reconstruct to the invariant mass of a π0 when combined with

other photons in the detector, and/or by an isolation cut—e.g. requirement of less than 10% ad-

ditional energy within a cone of radius Δr =
√

(Δη)2+(Δφ)2 = 0.5 around the candidate photon

direction—since the direct photons emerge from the constituent reaction with no associated frag-

ments.

The exquisite segmentation of the PHENIX Electromagnetic calorimeter (Δη×Δφ ∼ 0.01×
0.01) required in order to operate in the high multiplicity environment of RHI collisions also pro-

vides excellent γ and π0 separation out to pT ∼ 25 GeV/c. This will be useful in making spin-

asymmetry measurements of direct photons in polarized p-p collisions for determination of the

gluon spin structure function [51], but, in the meanwhile, has provided a new direct photon mea-

surement in p-p collisions which clarifies a longstanding puzzle between theory and experiment in

this difficult measurement. In Fig. 8-(left) the new measurement of the direct photon cross sec-

tion in p-p collisions at
√
s = 200 GeV from PHENIX [52] is shown compared to a NLO pQCD

calculation, with excellent agreement for pT > 3 GeV/c. This data has resolved a longstanding

discrepancy in extracting the gluon structure function from previous direct photon data [53, 54]

(see Fig. 8-(right)) by its agreement with ISR data and the theory at low xT .

4.3 xT -scaling in direct photon, jet and identified proton production in p-p collisions

The new direct photon measurement also shows nice xT scaling with previous measurements

(Fig. 9-(left)) with a value n(xT ,
√
s) = 5.0. This is closer to the asymptotic value of n(xT ,

√
s) = 4
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!
Particle ratio changes with centrality! 
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Figure 7: (left) p/π and p̄/π ratio as a function of pT and centrality from Au+Au collisions at
√
sNN = 200

GeV [45]. Open (filled) points are for π± (π0), respectively. (right) Invariant yield of p and p̄, from the

same data, as a function of centrality scaled by the number of binary-collisions (Ncoll)

there is direct and unbiased access to one of the interacting constituents, the photon, which can be

measured to high precision, and production is predominantly via a single subprocess [50]:

g+q→ γ+q , (4.3)

with q+ q̄→ γ + g contributing on the order of 10%. However, the measurement is difficult ex-

perimentally due to the huge background of photons from π0 → γ+ γ and η → γ+ γ decays. This

background can be calculated using Eq. 3.4 and can be further reduced by ‘tagging’—eliminating

direct-photon candidates which reconstruct to the invariant mass of a π0 when combined with

other photons in the detector, and/or by an isolation cut—e.g. requirement of less than 10% ad-

ditional energy within a cone of radius Δr =
√

(Δη)2+(Δφ)2 = 0.5 around the candidate photon

direction—since the direct photons emerge from the constituent reaction with no associated frag-

ments.

The exquisite segmentation of the PHENIX Electromagnetic calorimeter (Δη×Δφ ∼ 0.01×
0.01) required in order to operate in the high multiplicity environment of RHI collisions also pro-

vides excellent γ and π0 separation out to pT ∼ 25 GeV/c. This will be useful in making spin-

asymmetry measurements of direct photons in polarized p-p collisions for determination of the

gluon spin structure function [51], but, in the meanwhile, has provided a new direct photon mea-

surement in p-p collisions which clarifies a longstanding puzzle between theory and experiment in

this difficult measurement. In Fig. 8-(left) the new measurement of the direct photon cross sec-

tion in p-p collisions at
√
s = 200 GeV from PHENIX [52] is shown compared to a NLO pQCD

calculation, with excellent agreement for pT > 3 GeV/c. This data has resolved a longstanding

discrepancy in extracting the gluon structure function from previous direct photon data [53, 54]

(see Fig. 8-(right)) by its agreement with ISR data and the theory at low xT .

4.3 xT -scaling in direct photon, jet and identified proton production in p-p collisions

The new direct photon measurement also shows nice xT scaling with previous measurements

(Fig. 9-(left)) with a value n(xT ,
√
s) = 5.0. This is closer to the asymptotic value of n(xT ,

√
s) = 4
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in nuclear collisions than pions #
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color transparent higher twist process
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• Fixed xT:  powerful analysis of PQCD 

• Insensitive to modeling 

• Higher twist terms energy efficient since no wasted fragmentation 
energy 

• Evaluate at minimal x1 and x2 where structure functions are maximal 

• Higher Twist competitive despite faster fall-off in pT 

• Direct processes can confuse new physics searches 

• Di-Gluon initiated Quarkonium Processes  

• Bound-state production: Light-Front Wavefunctions, Distribution 
amplitudes, ERBL evolution.

Higher Twist at the LHC



Diffractive Dissociation of Pion  into 
Quark Jets

Measure Light-Front Wavefunction of Pion 
!

Minimal momentum transfer to nucleus 

Nucleus left Intact! 

E791 Ashery et al.
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Key Ingredients in  E791 Experiment

Small color-dipole moment pion not absorbed;  
interacts with each nucleon coherently  
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D. Ashery, Tel Aviv University

THE kt DEPENDENCE OF DI-JETS YIELD
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Table 1

The exponent in σ ∝ Aα , experimental results for coherent dissociation and the color-transparency (CT) predictions [69]

kt bin (GeV/c) α #αstat #αsys #α α(CT)

1.25–1.5 1.64 ±0.05 +0.04–0.11 +0.06–0.12 1.25

1.5–2.0 1.52 ±0.09 ±0.08 ±0.12 1.45

2.0–2.5 1.55 ±0.11 ±0.12 ±0.16 1.60

Fig. 14. q2t distributions of dijets with 1.5 ≤ kt ≤ 2.0 GeV/c for the platinum and carbon targets. The lines are fits of the

MC simulations to the data: coherent nuclear dissociation (dotted line), coherent nucleon/incoherent nuclear dissociation

(dashed line), background (dashed–dotted line) and total fit (solid line).

note also that in their more recent work [70] the authors carried out more detailed calculations

and predicted a value α = 1.54.

This process was calculated also by Nikolaev et al. [74] who include higher twist corrections.

They calculate the α dependence and their results are very similar to those shown in Table 1 as
derived from [69].

In summary of this section we may conclude that color transparency was well demonstrated

in vector meson electroproduction and in diffractive dissociation of the pion to dijets. It was not

unambiguously verified for the proton. It is important to understand the experimental results for

the proton: why (e, e′ p) experiments show no sign of CT and why (p, 2p) experiments show a

rise and fall of transparency, strongly deviating from Glauber calculations and at the same time

not reproducing the expected CT signature. It can be expected that if the effect exists in the qq̄

system it should also exist for the qqq system. One could argue that the probability to find a qq̄ at

short distances is higher than that to find a qqq in short distances. If we interpret these systems as

the valence components of their respective LCWFs, this may indicate that the contribution of the

valence component to the total LCWF may be different for mesons and baryons. The difficulties

encountered in understanding the anomalous spin effects in pp scattering [25,26] leave this as an

open question. For observation of CT with protons there might also be the problem of choosing

the sensitive process: reaction, momentum transfer etc. that would select a proton in a PLC

state and the observable that would identify it as such. It may be that diffractive dissociation

of protons or perhaps baryon photoproduction would show this effect. Following the example

Nuclear coherence
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E791 Collaboration, E. Aitala et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 86, 4773 (2001)

A-Dependence results: σ ∝ Aα

kt range (GeV/c) α α (CT)

1.25 < kt < 1.5 1.64 +0.06 -0.12 1.25

1.5 < kt < 2.0 1.52 ± 0.12 1.45

2.0 < kt < 2.5 1.55 ± 0.16 1.60

α (Incoh.) = 0.70 ± 0.1

!
Measure pion LFWF in diffractive dijet production  

Confirmation of color transparency  

Mueller, sjb; Bertsch et al; "
Frankfurt, Miller, Strikman

Conventional Glauber Theory Ruled Out ! Factor of 7

Ashery E791 
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ŝ = x� ⇥ xp s

!
Front-surface dynamics: shadowing/antishadowing

 �⇤(x, k?,�)

 p,A(x, k?,�)



Pµ
A = (P+

A , P�A , ~P?A)

Pµ
B = (P+

B , P�B , ~P?B)

“Fool’s ISR Frame”

P� =
P 2
? + M2

P+

s = (PA + PB)2 = M2
A + M2

B +
P 2
?A + M2

A

P+
A

P+
B +

P 2
?B + M2

B

P+
B

P+
A � 2~P?A · ~P?B

P+
A = P+

B

 (x, k?) independent of P

+
,

~

P?

If ~P?A = �~P?B = ~P?

s ' 4P 2
?

Allows exact kinematics



!
Light-Front QCD III  Stan Brodsky

M a y  2 6 - 3 0 ,  2 0 1 4

Home International Light Cone Advisory Committee NC State Physics Jefferson Lab NC State College of Sciences

N a v i g a t i o n

Final Circular
Program
Registration
Accommodations
Travel
Poster
Participants
Scientific Advisory
Comm

Meeting Email: 
LightCone2014 'at' ncsu.edu
For questions and further
information about the
meeting.

N e w s  &  U p d a t e s

R a l e i g h ,  N C

Things to do in Raleigh
Visit Raleigh
Downtown Raleigh
Visit the NC Triangle

R a l e i g h ,  N C ,  U S A

W e l c o m e  t o  L i g h t  C o n e  2 0 1 4

We invite you to participate in the

forthcoming Light Cone 2014 (LC2014)

meeting, to be held in Raleigh, North Carolina,

during May 26-30, 2014.

In anticipation of opportunities afforded by new facilities such
as the 12 GeV upgrade of Jefferson Lab, the FAIR facility at GSI,
J-PARC, and other facilities around the globe, we plan to
organize a timely scientific program to make a representative
impact on the forefront research development of nuclear,
hadron and particle physics. A main focus of the meeting will be
the interface between theory and experiment in hadron physics.
We encourage many young physicists to join and actively discuss
with the world experts participating in this meeting.

L o c a l  O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e

Chueng Ji - NCSU Workshop Chair

Wally Melnitchouk - JLab
Haiyan Gao - Duke University
Dean Lee - NCSU
Thomas Schäfer - NCSU
Mithat Ünsal - NCSU
John Blondin - NCSU
Leslie Cochran and Rhonda Bennett - Administrative Support

M e e t i n g  S p o n s o r s

NC State Department of Physics
NC State College of Sciences
Jefferson Lab

contact | Department of Physics | College of Sciences | North Carolina State University

September 21 2013

LC2014 Registration
opens October 1, 2013.

May 21 2013

LC2014-Raleigh was
formally approved at the
ILCAC Meeting in

!
Crete June11, 2014

e
e

p

t

t̄

u

g

Inclusive Top Electroproduction at the LHeC
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or �⇤�⇤ interference
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• Hadroproduction at large transverse momentum does not  derive 
exclusively from 2 to 2 scattering subprocesses: Baryon Anomaly at 
RHIC Sickles, sjb 

• Color Transparency  Mueller, sjb;  Diffractive Di-Jets and Tri-jets Strikman et al 

• Heavy quark distributions do not derive exclusively from DGLAP or 
gluon splitting -- component intrinsic to hadron wavefunction.  Hoyer, et 
al 

• Higgs production at large xF  from intrinsic heavy quarks                    
Kopeliovitch, Goldhaber, Schmidt, Soffer, sjb 

• Initial and final-state interactions are not always power suppressed in a 
hard QCD reaction: Sivers Effect, Diffractive DIS, Breakdown of Lam 
Tung PQCD Relation  Schmidt, Hwang, Hoyer, Boer, sjb; Collins 

• LFWFS are universal, but measured nuclear parton distributions are 
not universal -- antishadowing  is flavor dependent Schmidt, Yang, sjb 

• Renormalization scale is not arbitrary;  multiple scales, unambiguous at 
given order.  Disentangle running coupling and conformal effects,                                                                                                                                
Skeleton expansion:       Gardi, Grunberg, Rathsman, sjb 

• Quark and Gluon condensates reside within hadrons: Shrock, sjb, Roberts

Novel  QCD Phenomena and Perspectives 
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